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Stranger Things: A Study of the Book of Revelation

War in Heaven and the Dragon’s War Against the Saints
Revelation 12:7-17 Wednesday, September 2

“Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his
angels also fought, but he could not prevail, and there was no place for them in heaven any longer. So the
great dragon was thrown out—the ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the one who deceives
the whole world.” (12:7-9)

“They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; for they did not love
their lives to the point of death.” (12:11)

THE BIG IDEA

Last week the dragon failed to devour the child, who was caught up to the throne (12:1-6). Now John pulls
the curtain back: because the Messiah reigns, Satan is thrown down—defeated, furious, and on the clock.
The saints conquer him not by surviving, but by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.

| WAR IN HEAVEN (V. 7-9)

“War broke out in heaven” — Greek , warfare or conflict. The child is caught up to the throne
(v. 5), and then war breaks out—the heavenly conflict interprets what the Messiah’s enthronement
accomplished.

Popular teaching reads this as Satan’s prehistoric fall before Genesis. But John never says that; the sequence
places the war after the Messiah reaches the throne. Satan was already the serpent—the question is whether
this is his origin or a later, decisive expulsion.

Michael — introduced by Daniel, not by John
* Daniel 10:13 — “one of the chief princes”; 10:21 — “Michael, your prince”; 12:1 — “the great prince who
stands watch over your people.”

* Jude 9 — “Michael the archangel” with the devil.

His name Mikha’el means — a standing rebuke to satanic pretension (cf. the beast’s
“Who is like the beast?” ch. 13).

Why does Michael fight instead of Christ?

INTERPRETIVE OPTIONS — IS MICHAEL ACTUALLY CHRIST?

Majority — Michael is the angelic prince of Daniel, distinct from Christ. Strength: Rev 12 distinguishes them (child -
throne, then Michael fights; vv. 10-11 ground victory in the Lamb).

Minority — Michael is the preincarnate Christ (“archangel” = commander of angels). Strength: real functional parallels
(commands angels; 1 Thess 4:16; the name “Who is like God?”). Limitation: the chapter itself seems to distinguish them.

=> Balanced: the great angelic prince of Daniel, acting under divine and messianic authority—not identified with Christ.

“The dragon and his angels” — and his defeat
* Organized evil: Satan does not act (cf. Paul’s rulers, authorities, cosmic powers). The
emphasis falls on their defeat, not on demonic hierarchies.

« “He could not prevail” (v. 8) — the dragon’s second humiliation: he could not the child
(v. 4); he cannot prevail in heaven (v. 8).



* “No place was found for them” — he loses a place, i.e., his standing as (this prepares v.
10).

Four names for one enemy (v. 9)
the great dragon e the ancient (Genesis 3)

the (diabolos = slander/accusation) e (Hebrew: adversary) e the
deceiver of the whole world

The serpent of Eden, the accuser, the adversary, and the dragon behind beastly power are one reality—John
has connected Eden to . Deception is central: the greatest danger is not being attacked by the
beast, but being persuaded to worship it.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES Dan 10:13,21; 12:1 ® Jude 9  Gen 3 e cf. Rev 13; 20:2

I WHEN DID THE WAR OCCUR? — INTERPRETATION OPTIONS

INTERPRETIVE OPTIONS — THE TIMING OF THE WAR

1) Primeval rebellion before human history. Satan fell before Genesis 3 (cf. Isa 14; Ezek 28; Luke 10:18; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6).
Strength: Revelation assumes a prior rebellion (he is already “the ancient serpent”). Limitation: the sequence works
against making vv. 7-9 only an origin story—vv. 10-11 tie it to Christ’s arrival and the Lamb’s blood.

2) Decisive expulsion through Christ’s death, resurrection, ascension. Messiah reaches the throne, and Satan loses his
heavenly standing (John 12:31; Col 2:15; Luke 10:18). Strength: follows the sequence; explains v. 10 (“now... the
kingdom... the authority of His Christ”) and v. 11. Limitation: must explain how Satan was already evil—answer: the cross
changes his judicial standing as accuser (Job; Zech 3).

3) A future war during the final Tribulation. Satan still has some access to heaven; Michael expels him; his “short time”
(v. 12) = the rest of the Tribulation. Strength: honors Revelation’s future orientation. Limitation: vv. 10-11 still root the
defeat in the Lamb’s blood—requiring a delayed enforcement of Calvary.

4) Symbolic depiction of the whole conflict inaugurated by Christ. One war with stages: rebellion, judicial defeat at the
cross, ongoing activity, final destruction (ch. 20). Strength: fits Revelation’s recapitulative structure. Limitation: handled
too broadly, the specific force of the sequence disappears.

=> Balanced: the strongest literary reading ties the expulsion to Christ’s victory—not the moment Satan first became
evil, but the removal of his standing as accuser. Already-and-not-yet: defeated yet active; heaven lost yet earth still
troubled; final destruction awaits ch. 20.

llll THE HEAVENLY INTERPRETATION (V. 10)

“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the of His
Christ” — Greek exousia (legitimate authority). “Now” marks a decisive new phase (cf. 11:15).

“The accuser of our brothers and sisters”
Satanisthe  who accuses them “day and night”:
* Job 1-2 — ha-satan challenges Job’s integrity in the heavenly council.
+ Zechariah 3 — the satan accuses Joshua the high priest; the Lord rebukes him and gives clean garments.

+ Contrast Revelation 4:8 — the living creatures worship “day and night.” Heaven’s unceasing
vs. Satan’s unceasing

IV HOW THE SAINTS CONQUER (V. 11)

“They him” — Greek nikao, the same word Jesus used to the seven churches (“To the one who
conquers...”).



* By the blood of the — the objective basis (ch. 5: the slain Lamb purchased a people). It
answers the accuser by redemption, not denial. Victory begins with what Christ has done.

* By the word of their — public allegiance (martyria; martys = “martyr”). Witness can
lead to death, but death confirms it rather than invalidating it. Jesus is the model “faithful witness” (1:5).

* They did not love their lives “to the point of ” — comparative allegiance: forced to choose,
the faithful choose Christ. This was concrete—Antipas killed at Pergamum; Smyrna called faithful “to the
point of death”; John on Patmos.

Revelation’s definition of victory: fidelity to the Lamb over survival at any cost. The world sees a martyr
defeated; heaven sees coercive power that failed to secure worship. This principle governs chapters 13-20.

V HEAVEN REJOICES, EARTH IS WARNED (V. 12)

* “Rejoice, you heavens” — the accuser is gone; heaven is cleared.

* “Woe to the earth and the sea” — the dragon’s defeat in heaven means activity on
earth. Christ’s victory doesn’t end the conflict; it explains why it becomes desperate.

+ “Great fury” (thymos) — his sphere has narrowed; his wrath will become visible through the beasts of ch.
13.

“He knows his time is " — Greek oligon kairon; kairos = an appointed season. Evil has a
deadline—and the dragon knows it.

VI THE DRAGON PURSUES THE WOMAN (V. 13-14)

When the dragon sees he’s been thrown down, he the woman — Greek dioko, to pursue,

chase, hunt. Verse 13 resumes v. 6 (which is why vv. 7-12 were inserted).

“The two wings of the great eagle”
The image is Exodus-shaped—the clearest background is : “l carried you on eagles’ wings.”

» Deuteronomy 32:10-12 — God like an eagle hovering, spreading its wings, carrying its young.
¢ lIsaiah 40:31 — mounting up “with wings like eagles” (new-Exodus restoration).

“A time, times, and half a time” (v. 14)

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES Ex19:4 ¢ Deut 32:10-12 ¢ Isa 40:31 e Dan 7:25; 12:7 e Rev 11:2-3; 12:6; 13:5

VIl INTERPRETATION OPTIONS — THE WOMAN'’S FLIGHT

INTERPRETIVE OPTIONS — THE WOMAN'’S FLIGHT

1) Israel preserved during a future Tribulation (Futurist). Some name a refuge such as Petra. Strength: takes the Israelite
symbolism and the 3% years seriously. Limitation: Revelation names no refuge; “her place” is simply the God-prepared
wilderness.

2) Jewish-Christian flight to Pella before Jerusalem’s fall, AD 70 (Preterist). Strength: historically grounded. Limitation:
the Pella tradition (Eusebius) is late and uncertain; the symbolism is broader than one evacuation.

3) The church preserved throughout the age (Idealist). Strength: fits v. 17 (offspring defined by fidelity) and the ch. 11
witness. Limitation: too general, and concrete horizons can fade.

4) Historicist preservation of the faithful remnant (1,260 years). Strength: remembers long survival under pressure.
Limitation: mappings vary widely,; depends on the day-year principle.

=> Balanced: the Exodus imagery is more secure than any geography—God’s covenant people preserved in a vulnerable
but sustained wilderness existence, with room for concrete and climactic expressions.




VIII THE FLOOD AND THE EARTH’S RESCUE (V. 15-16)

INTERPRETIVE OPTIONS — THE FLOOD

1) A literal flood or physical catastrophe. Strength: takes the image concretely. Limitation: the chapter is overtly
symbolic, and the water comes from a symbolic mouth.

2) An invading army. Strength: prophets use flood language for armies. Limitation: no soldiers, kings, or armies are
named.

3) Satanic deception, lies, propaganda. Strength: the water comes from the mouth of “the deceiver” (v. 9). Limitation:
the image may include persecution beyond speech.

4) Overwhelming persecution in all its forms. Strength: respects both the OT metaphor and the mouth imagery.
Limitation: its breadth is hard to fix to one event.

=> Balanced: overwhelming satanic opposition, with deception and hostile speech especially prominent (it comes from
the serpent’s mouth); violent and political persecution fit within the image too.

“The earth helped the woman”
¢ Exodus 15:12 — “the earth them” (Pharaoh’s forces).

* Numbers 16 — the earth swallows Korah’s rebellion (recalled in Ps 106).

IX THE DRAGON’S FINAL TARGET (V. 17)

“The rest of her offspring” — Greek (sperma). Genesis 3:15’s serpent-vs-seed hostility
expands to apocalyptic scale.

Who are the offspring? Two marks of fidelity

“Those who keep God’s commands” — Greek : guard, observe, practice (cf. the opening
beatitude, 1:3). Revelation 14:12 pairs “God’s commands” with “faith in Jesus”—comprehensive covenant
fidelity, not one isolated command.

“The testimony of Jesus” — a grammatical ambiguity

INTERPRETIVE OPTIONS — THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

1) Objective — “testimony about Jesus” (CSB). The saints bear witness concerning Jesus. Strength: fits Revelation’s
confessional witness (John on Patmos; the martyrs; “the word of their testimony”).

2) Subjective — “testimony from Jesus.” Jesus is the source (19:10, “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”).
Strength: Jesus is Revelation’s “faithful witness.” Limitation: in persecution contexts, “about Jesus” often fits better.

3) Both dimensions together. Jesus bears God'’s testimony; the church receives it and bears witness to Him. Strength:
theologically coherent with the whole book.

4) The Apocalypse itself (minority). Loyalty to the revelation Jesus has given. Strength: reads “testimony of Jesus”
consistently. Limitation: narrower than the persecution context suggests.

=> Balanced: the offspring are marked by loyalty to the revelation centered in Jesus and by faithful witness to Him—the
ambiguity doesn’t undermine the point.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES Gen 3:15 ¢ Rev 1:3; 14:12; 19:10

X THE WOMAN'’S IDENTITY & THE FOUR SYSTEMS

Verse 17 refines the woman: Mother Zion—the covenant people across salvation history. Before Christ,
especially Israel (from whom Messiah comes); at His birth, Mary embodies the covenant mother; after His
exaltation, the Messiah-associated community. Verse 17 then shifts from the corporate woman to her
individual members (“the rest of her offspring”).



THE FOUR SYSTEMS ON 12:7-17

Preterist. Dragon works through first-century enemies; the war = persecution under Jewish and Roman opposition.
Strength: anchored in the first readers’ world. Limitation: the cosmic language seems to exceed one episode.

Historicist. Woman = the faithful church; wilderness = long marginalization; 1,260 years. Strength: takes centuries of
perseverance seriously. Limitation: specific mappings differ widely.

Futurist. War at Christ’s coming or a future Tribulation; Israel persecuted 3% years; a remnant preserved. Strength:
honors the forward trajectory and the woman/offspring distinction. Limitation: can over-separate Israel and church; must
relate the expulsion to Christ’s finished victory.

Idealist. The whole conflict from Christ’s victory to His return; church preserved yet vulnerable. Strength: coherent and
recapitulative. Limitation: can drift from concrete history.

=> Eclectic: Christ’s victory decisively defeats Satan; the churches feel it through Rome; the pattern recurs through
history and climaxes at the end—best explaining “already defeated, yet dangerously active.”

XI WHAT THIS PASSAGE TEACHES US

 Christ’s victory changes Satan’s — the outcome of history is already decided, not still
uncertain.

+ Satan is powerful but — his power is a displaced enemy’s, his wrath a defeated enemy’s,
his time a sentenced enemy’s.

* He attacks identity through — answered by the blood of the Lamb, not by pretending we
are innocent.

* He attacks allegiance through — which is why witness and truth matter so deeply.

« Testimony is participation in Christ’s — the gospel becomes public allegiance, not private
information.

. can be victory — empire can end a life without gaining worship.

* Protection and persecution — protection means the dragon cannot accomplish his
ultimate purpose.

* Evil operates on time — we endure not because evil weakens, but because it already has
an expiration date.

* The real conflict concerns — behind the beast is the dragon; behind coercion, a demand
for worship.

TAKE-HOME TRUTH

The world looks at a martyr and sees someone whom power defeated; heaven looks at a faithful martyr and
sees someone whom Satan could not persuade. The dragon has failed to destroy the Messiah, to keep

heaven, to destroy the woman, and to overwhelm her with the flood—so he turns to make war on those who
keep God’s commands and hold the testimony of Jesus. His fury is real, but his defeat is already more certain.
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