
Stranger Things:  
A Study of the Book of Revela9on 
 

Revela&on 10 
 
I. Revela(on 10:1–3a 
 

The Mighty Angel and the Li0le Scroll: Authority Over ______ and _________ 
 

A. The symbolism of the mighty angel’s appearance and posture 
1. The angel comes “down from heaven” wrapped in a ____________, with 

a ____________ over his head, face like the sun, and legs like pillars of 
fire. The cluster of images is not random decora9on. In biblical theophany 
language, clouds, radiant brightness, and fire regularly signal proximity to 
divine ____________ and divine ____________. The point is that this 
messenger is not a minor courier. He arrives in the visual vocabulary of 
heavenly majesty. 

2. The angel places one foot on the sea and one on the land. This posture 
signals ____________. Whatever is about to be announced concerns the 
whole ____________ ____________. It also communicates dominance. 
Sea and land, oLen symbols of chaos and stability, or na9ons and 
inhabited world, are pictured as under the angel’s stance. 

 

B. The “li0le scroll” (or “small scroll”) held open 
1. The angel holds a liNle scroll that is already ____________, not sealed. 

That detail maNers because in Revela9on 5 the scroll of history was 
sealed and only the ____________ could open it. Here, the liNle scroll is 
open from the start, implying disclosure rather than concealment. This 
scroll is meant to be received. 

2. The size and openness suggest it is not the en9re scroll of chapter 5, but a 
related document within the vision world, oLen understood as a specific 
prophe9c ____________ or a sec9on of revela9on that John must 
embody and proclaim. 

 

C. InterpretaHon OpHon 1: The mighty angel is ____________ (a minority but 
recurring view) 
1. Some interpreters argue this figure is Christ because the angel’s 

descrip9on echoes features associated with divine glory, and the angel’s 



stance over sea and land suggests cosmic authority. The rainbow and 
radiant face can remind readers of throne-room imagery and the glory 
language used for the exalted Christ in Revela9on 1. 

2. Strength: Explains why the angel’s descrip9on feels so close to divine 
____________ and why the figure acts with ____________ authority. 

3. Limita9on: Revela9on usually dis9nguishes the ____________ from 
____________, and the text explicitly calls this figure an angel. Many 
readers therefore hesitate to iden9fy him directly with Christ. 

 

D. InterpretaHon OpHon 2: The mighty angel is a high-ranking angelic 
____________ who bears divine authority (common view) 
1. Many interpreters read the figure as a powerful angel commissioned to 

act with ____________ authority. In apocalyp9c literature, exalted angels 
can be described with glory imagery because they stand ____________ 
God’s presence and represent God’s authority in the vision. 

2. Strength: Fits the text’s explicit label “angel” and the broader paNern in 
Revela9on where angels carry out major ac9ons in ____________ and 
_________________. 

3. Limita9on: Leaves some readers s9ll wondering why the imagery is so 
theophanic, which requires teaching that angelic representa9on can 
____________ divine imagery without collapsing the angel into God. 

 

E. InterpretaHon OpHon 3: The angel is a symbolic embodiment of God’s 
sovereign claim ____________ creaHon (idealist emphasis) 
1. This reading treats the figure less as an ____________ iden9ty puzzle and 

more as a ____________ of divine sovereignty and proclama9on. The 
point is what the angel represents: heaven’s authority standing over the 
whole world with an open message. 

2. Strength: Keeps focus on the chapter’s func9on, namely ____________, 
____________, and ________________. 

3. Limita9on: Can feel too ____________ if it ignores the narra9ve texture, 
since Revela9on presents the figure as ac9ng and speaking personally. 

 
F. Most balanced conclusion: 

The mighty angel should be treated as a ____________-____________, 
authorita9ve messenger whose appearance and stance communicate 
divine majesty, universal scope, and the seriousness of the message 
about to be given. 

 



II. Revela(on 10:3b–4 
 

The Seven ____________: A Message Heard but Sealed 
 

A. The symbolism of the “seven thunders” speaking 
1. When the angel cries out, seven thunders “sound” or “speak,” and John 

prepares to write what they said. Thunder in Scripture is oLen associated 
with divine ____________ and divine ____________. The number seven, 
consistent with Revela9on’s symbolic vocabulary, oLen signals 
________________. Together, “seven thunders” suggests a complete, 
authorita9ve message, poten9ally a full set of pronouncements. 

 

B. The command to seal the thunders’ message 
1. A voice from heaven stops John: “Seal up what the seven thunders have 

said, and do not write it down.” This is one of Revela9on’s clearest 
reminders that not everything is ____________. Revela9on is an 
____________, but it is not total ____________. God reveals what the 
church needs, and God withholds what is not given for public circula9on. 

 

C. InterpretaHon OpHon 1: The thunders are addiHonal ____________ that 
God withholds (common suggesHon) 
1. In this view, the thunders contain further judgments, perhaps even a full 

sequence, but John is ____________ to record them. The silence 
communicates ____________. God’s judgment is real, but God does not 
reveal everything, and God is not ____________ to sa9sfy curiosity. 

2. Strength: Fits the context of trumpet judgments and explains why John is 
ready to write, because it ____________ like the next step in the 
judgment cycle. 

3. Limita9on: The content is never disclosed, so any aNempt to specify what 
those judgments are becomes ____________. 

 

D. InterpretaHon OpHon 2: The thunders represent divine secrets reserved for 
God’s ____________ (Daniel-style sealing theme) 
1. This reading connects the sealing language to the biblical mo9f that some 

revela9on is sealed un9l the ____________ 9me. The point is theological 
____________: there are aspects of God’s plan that remain God’s. 



2. Strength: Respects the text’s explicit emphasis on withholding and 
reinforces the theme that revela9on is ____________, not 
____________. 

3. Limita9on: Can feel unsa9sfying to readers who want the symbolism to 
map to a ____________ referent. 

 

E. InterpretaHon OpHon 3: The thunders funcHon rhetorically to heighten 
____________ and limit ________________(literary reading) 
1. Here the thunders are less about ____________ and more about 

____________. John hears something big, perhaps even decisive, and the 
audience is told they will not know it. That produces a ____________ 
posture: the reader must focus on what is wriNen, not on what is 
withheld. 

2. Strength: Explains the ____________ func9on clearly and connects with 
Revela9on’s pastoral goal of forming faithful ____________ rather than 
____________. 

3. Limita9on: S9ll leaves open what the thunders might be, which some 
readers will con9nue to pursue. 

 
F. Most balanced conclusion: 

The seven thunders teach that divine revela9on is ____________ and 
____________ purposeful. The church is given enough to endure and 
obey, but not so much that it can ____________ the future through 
informa9on. 

 
III. Revela(on 10:5–7 
 

The Oath and the “No More Delay”: The Mystery of God Nears CompleHon 
 

A. The symbolism of the raised ____________ and the ____________ by the 
Creator 
1. The angel raises a hand to heaven and swears by the One who lives 

forever and created heaven, earth, sea, and everything in them. Oaths in 
Scripture oLen appear in decisive ____________ or ____________ 
moments, where the speaker marks an ____________ declara9on. 
Swearing by the Creator grounds the announcement in ul9mate 
authority. Crea9on itself is the proof that God’s sovereignty is not 
____________. 

 



B. The meaning of “there will be no more delay” and the translaHon debate 
1. The key phrase has been translated in two major ways: “there will be no 

more delay” or “____________ will be no more.” The issue is the Greek 
word for 9me and how it func9ons in context. Many interpreters argue 
the phrase means the ____________ period is ending, not that 9me itself 
ceases to exist at this moment, because the narra9ve ____________ and 
more events s9ll unfold. Others argue for a more absolute sense, 
emphasizing the drama9c nature of the oath. 

 
C. InterpretaHon OpHon 1: No more delay, God’s Hmetable moves to 

compleHon (common in many readings) 
1. This reading says the era of wai9ng is coming to its ____________ stage. 

The seventh trumpet will bring the next decisive movement toward 
____________ of God’s plan. 

2. Strength: Fits the context that immediately men9ons the seventh 
trumpet and the “mystery of God” being ____________. 

3. Limita9on: Some readers feel it ____________ the language, though the 
context strongly supports a “delay” meaning. 

 
D. InterpretaHon OpHon 2: Time itself ends, meaning the end is ____________ 

(some futurist readings) 
1. This reading treats the phrase as an ____________ announcement that 

the end is at the door and 9me is essen9ally _____, even if some 
narra9ve steps s9ll follow. 

2. Strength: Preserves the drama9c ____________ of the oath. 
3. Limita9on: Must explain why Revela9on con9nues with extended 

____________ aLer this statement. 
 

E. Most balanced conclusion: 
The phrase communicates that God’s redemp9ve plan is moving from 
____________ to comple9on. The emphasis is not a metaphysical lecture 
on 9me, but an announcement that the wai9ng period will not extend 
____________. 

 

F. The “mystery of God” and what is being completed 
1. “Mystery” in biblical usage oLen refers to God’s plan that was hidden and 

is now being revealed and enacted. In Revela9on’s flow, the “mystery of 
God” includes both ____________ on evil and the ____________ and 
kingdom reign of God and the Lamb. The point is that history is not a 



____________ ____________ of chaos. It is moving toward a revealed 
____________, announced to God’s servants the prophets. 

 
IV. Revela(on 10:8–11 
 

The ____________ Scroll: PropheHc Commission, Sweetness and Bi0erness 
 

A. The command to take the li0le scroll 
1. John is told to take the liNle scroll from the angel. Revela9on shiLs from 

John as ____________ to John as ____________. He does not merely 
watch the vision; he must receive it. 

B. The symbolism of eaHng the scroll 
1. Ea9ng a scroll is a prophe9c commissioning image. In the Old Testament, 

prophets receive God’s word in a way that becomes ____________, 
____________, and ____________. The act says, “This message will not 
remain outside you. It will enter you and shape you.” 

C. Sweet in the mouth, bi0er in the stomach 
1. The sweetness signals the goodness of receiving God’s word, the joy of 

divine truth, and the privilege of revela9on. The biNerness signals the 
____________ of the message, both because the content includes 
judgment and because carrying God’s word oLen produces 
____________, ____________, and ____________. Prophecy is sweet 
because it is God’s word. Prophecy is biNer because it confronts the 
world’s rebellion and oLen brings pain to the messenger and to those 
who hear it. 

D. InterpretaHon OpHon 1: The li0le scroll represents the remaining prophecy 
John must deliver (common view) 
1. The scroll symbolizes the next segment of Revela9on’s message, 

par9cularly what John is about to prophesy concerning ____________, 
____________, languages, and kings. 

2. Strength: Fits the immediate line, “You must prophesy ____________,” 
and explains why the scroll is eaten right before new visions unfold. 

3. Limita9on: It can be difficult to specify exactly where the “liNle scroll’s 
contents” begin and end, so this should be held as a ____________ 
reading rather than a rigid map. 

 
E. InterpretaHon OpHon 2: The li0le scroll represents the gospel-witness and 

judgment message the church must embody (idealist emphasis) 



1. John func9ons as a representa9ve prophet for the witnessing church. The 
sweetness and biNerness describe the experience of faithful 
____________ in every era. 

2. Strength: Preserves the chapter’s ongoing ____________ relevance and 
connects John’s commission to the church’s calling. 

3. Limita9on: Must s9ll show how John’s specific role in the narra9ve 
remains ____________, even if it has representa9ve significance. 

 
F. InterpretaHon OpHon 3: A specific propheHc burden Hed to the next 

chapter’s witness themes (some structural readings) 
1. Some readings see the liNle scroll as directly sebng up the temple-

measuring and witness material that follows, emphasizing that the 
commission is immediately about what John must now speak concerning 
____________, ____________, and ____________. 

2. Strength: Fits the narra9ve placement. Revela9on 10 is immediately 
followed by intensified witness imagery. 

3. Limita9on: Can be too narrow if it ignores that the commission 
____________ includes many peoples and kings, which suggests broad 
scope. 

 
G. Most balanced conclusion: 

Ea9ng the scroll portrays prophe9c embodiment. God’s message is a giL 
that brings ____________, and it is a burden that brings ____________, 
because it carries both ____________ and ____________. John is 
recommissioned to speak God’s word into the world’s powers, regardless 
of the cost. 
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