
Stranger Things: A Study of the Book of Revela9on 
 

Revela&on 4 
 
I. Revela(on 4:1–2 
 

The Open Door: A Shi/ from Earth’s Pressure to Heaven’s Perspec<ve 
 

A. “A/er this… a door standing open in heaven” signals a controlled transi<on 
in the vision 
1. Revela9on 2–3 exposes the churches’ condi9on on _______________. 

Revela9on 4 opens the _______________ court, showing the reality that 
interprets everything that follows. Many scholars treat Revela9on 4–5 as 
a throne-room centerpiece that grounds the book’s call to endurance in 
God’s _______________ and worthy _______________.   

2. The “door” image is not a travel detail. It is apocalyp9c access, the 
unveiling of what is normally _______________. 

B. The “voice like a trumpet” recalls earlier commissioning and reinforces 
_______________ 
1. Trumpet-like speech func9ons as a _______________ and royal 

announcement, a way Revela9on marks _______________ ini9a9ve 
rather than _______________ curiosity.   

C. “At once I was in the Spirit” frames the scene as worship-saturated 
revela<on 
1. John is not describing _______________ informa9on. He is drawn into 

the ____________-_______________percep9on of God’s throne room, 
which will define the book’s theology of ___________and ____________. 

 
II. Revela(on 4:2–3 
 

The Central Reality: The One Seated on the Throne 
 

A. “A throne stood in heaven” is the controlling symbol for God’s 
_______________ sovereignty 
1. In Second Temple Jewish thought and in Revela9on, the throne of God 

func9ons as a primary symbol of God’s unique __________ and 
_______________ rule.   



2. Theologically, Revela9on answers empire with _______________. Before 
the book confronts beasts, it locates ul9mate authority where Rome 
cannot reach.   

B. _______________ imagery communicates _______________ transcendence 
rather than a literal portrait 
1. John describes “_______________” (not anatomy) with precious stones 

(oVen rendered jasper and carnelian). The point is not to decode a 
precise mineral ______________ but to communicate _______________, 
____________ glory in a way consistent with prophe9c throne visions.   

2. Scholars regularly note that _______________’s throne room draws 
heavily on _______________’s throne vision, where similar radiance, 
stones, and rainbow imagery convey _______________ splendor.   

C. The emerald rainbow encircling the throne signals majesty with covenant 
mercy 
1. A rainbow around the throne echoes the prophe9c paXern in Ezekiel 

1:28, where rainbow-like brilliance surrounds divine glory.   
2. The symbolism func9ons _______________: the Sovereign is not only 

_______________, but also the God who binds Himself to a faithful 
_______________. 

 
III. Revela(on 4:4 
 

The Twenty-Four Elders: Heavenly _______________, Priestly _______________,  
and the _______________ of God’s People 

 
A. “Twenty-four thrones” and “elders” place _______________ authority 

around God’s throne 
1. The elders (presbyteroi) appear as high-status worshipers, seated on 

_______________, wearing white garments, with golden 
_______________. Their posture communicates _______________ honor 
under _________’s absolute kingship.   

B. Interpre<ve op<ons are _________, and the text encourages ____________ 
1. Many interpreters see the twenty-four as a symbolic fullness 9ed to 

“twelve” imagery (oVen framed as the people of God in their 
completeness), since Revela9on repeatedly uses twelve and its mul9ples 
to signal _______________ in covenant terms.   

2. Others read the elders as an exalted _______________ council 
par9cipa9ng in heavenly governance and worship. The safest first-pass 
conclusion is _______________: they model ordered worship and 
represent heaven’s agreement that God alone is _______________.   



3. Early Chris9an interpreta9on varied: Clement of Alexandria explicitly took 
the twenty-four elders as symbolizing human souls in heaven and as a 
heavenly presbyterate. That diversity of early readings is itself a warning 
against ___________________.   

C. White garments and crowns are covenant symbols with ________ meaning 
1. White garments func9on in Revela9on as visible ________  and faithful 

_____________, not merely ____________ spirituality. 
2. Crowns (stephanoi) are victory-honor imagery. The elders later cast their 

crowns down, drama9zing that all honor is deriva9ve and must be 
returned to God. 

 
IV. Revela(on 4:5–6a 
 

Thunder, Fire, and the Crystal Expanse: _______________, Spirit, and Holiness 
 

A. Lightning, voices, and thunder are classic theophany signals 
1. Revela9on repeatedly uses storm-theophany to communicate 

____________ presence and judicial majesty, echoing Sinai paXerns and 
prophe9c throne scenes. Scholarly treatments of Revela9on’s throne 
imagery note these signals as part of the book’s theology of God’s 
_______________ sovereignty.   

B. The seven burning lamps interpret themselves as the fullness of God’s Spirit 
1. John iden9fies the lamps as “the seven spirits of God,” con9nuing 

Revela9on 1’s symbolic presenta9on of the Spirit’s complete presence 
and ac9vity.   

C. The “sea of glass, like _______________” is cosmic boundary and 
conquered chaos 
1. The image echoes Ezekiel’s “crystal-like expanse” associated with the 

throne vision, sugges9ng a translucent, firmament-like boundary that 
underscores divine transcendence and _______________.   

2. Symbolically, the sea oVen represents threatening _______________ in 
biblical imagina9on. Here it is glassy, s9lled, mastered, placed before 
God’s throne as no rival at all. 

 
V. Revela(on 4:6b–8 
 

The Four Living Creatures: Crea<on in Its Highest Praise  
and Heaven’s Watchful Worship 

 
A. The living creatures combine Ezekiel and Isaiah’s throne-guardian imagery 



1. Revela9on’s living creatures deliberately recall Ezekiel 1 and Isaiah 6, 
blending and re-presen9ng throne-room beings as perpetual 
_______________ around God’s sovereignty.   

B. “Full of eyes” communicates comprehensive awareness 
1. Eyes “in front and behind” portray _______________ percep9on. Nothing 

in crea9on is outside God’s sight and governance. 
C. Lion, ox, human, eagle represent the breadth of animate crea<on oriented 

toward God 
1. Many scholars read the fourfold imagery as symbolic of the created order 

in its _______________ and _______________, gathered into worship 
rather than rebellion. The creatures are not monsters of chaos but 
emblems of crea9on harmonized around its Creator.   

D. Six wings and unceasing praise link directly to Isaiah’s heavenly liturgy 
1. The creatures never cease to say “Holy, holy, holy,” a deliberate 

adapta9on of Isaiah 6:3 into Revela9on’s confession of God as “Lord God 
Almighty” and as the One “who was and is and is to come.”   

2. Revela9on is teaching worship as theology. God’s holiness is not 
_______________. It is the weight of reality that unmakes ___________. 

 
VI. Revela(on 4:9–11 
 

The Worship That Interprets History: Glory Returned and God Confessed as Creator 
 

A. The scene is structured as an<phonal worship 
1. When the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks, the elders 

respond with _______________ and crown-cas9ng. Revela9on frames 
heaven as a liturgical court where worship is the proper poli9cal act.   

B. Crown-cas<ng is symbolic renuncia<on of rival sovereignty 
1. The elders’ ac9on drama9zes that all authority is deriva9ve. Whatever 

honor exists in the _______________ order must be surrendered to God 
as source and judge. 

C. “Worthy are you” grounds worthiness in crea<on and will 
1. The hymn confesses God as Creator: “You created all things, and by your 

will they existed and were created.” This is not filler. It is a 
_______________ confession that directly challenges _______________ 
claims to ul9mate legi9macy and “savior” status.   

2. Revela9on’s strategy is consistent: it does not merely _______________ 
empire; it re-forms imagina9on by placing true worth, power, and 
worship where they belong.   

 



VII. Chapter 4 Summary for the Whole Study 
A. The _______________ is Revela<on’s anchor for believers under pressure 

1. Before Revela9on describes conflict, it reveals governance. God is not 
reac9ng. God is reigning.   

B. Heaven’s worship is not _______________ music; it is the book’s worldview 
1. Revela9on teaches that worship shapes _______________. The church 

endures not by panic, but by seeing reality correctly and aligning 
allegiance accordingly.   

C. The symbolism forms discipleship 
1. Crystal sea, storm-theophany, elders’ crowns, and the living creatures all 

func9on to train the church to confess that God alone is ____________, 
_______________, and _______________, especially when the world 
pressures believers to offer that devo9on elsewhere. 
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