
Love Under New Management  
Standing Strong When God Shi/s the Room 

Acts 22:30–23:11 
 
Focus: Paul stands before the Sanhedrin, caught between rival fac9ons—yet God reminds him 
that his purpose is s9ll intact. This study explores what it means to stand firm when your 
surroundings change, and to trust God’s control in hos9le spaces. 
 
I. Why This Study? 
 

A. Objec?ve: 
1. To examine how Paul maintains clarity and composure in a shiEing and hos9le 

environment. 
2. To explore the dynamics of spiritual resilience when poli9cal, religious, or 

rela9onal spaces become divided. 
3. To encourage trust in God’s sovereignty even when the room seems against you. 

 
B. Relevance: 

1. Many believers find themselves in spaces where once-welcoming environments 
become ____________________. 

2. ShiEing dynamics—in families, ins9tu9ons, churches, or governments—can 
cause _________________ and _________________. 

3. This passage shows us how to discern God’s guidance and maintain focus when 
the atmosphere suddenly changes. 

 
II. Context of Acts 22:30–23:11 
 

A. The Background of Paul Before the Sanhedrin: 
1. The Roman commander, s9ll unclear about why the crowd aLacked Paul, brings 

him before the _________________ council (Sanhedrin) to clarify the charges 
(22:30). 

2. Paul begins his defense by asser9ng his clear conscience, but the high priest 
Ananias orders him struck on the mouth (23:1–2). 

3. Paul sharply rebukes him, calling him a _________________ wall, but then backs 
down when he learns Ananias is the _________________ _________________ 
(vv. 3–5). 

4. Recognizing the division between the Pharisees and Sadducees, Paul wisely 
declares, “I am on trial because of the hope of the _________________ ,” which 
sets off conflict in the room (v. 6). 



5. The argument becomes so intense that the Roman commander 
_________________ Paul from the scene for his safety (vv. 7–10). 

6. That night, the Lord stands near Paul and says, “Take courage! As you have 
tes9fied about me in _________________, so you must also tes9fy in 
_________________.” (v. 11) 

 
B. Historical Insight: 

1. The Sanhedrin was composed of Sadducees (who denied resurrec9on and 
angels) and Pharisees (who affirmed both). 

2. Ananias, the high priest at the 9me, had a reputa9on for _________________ 
and _________________, later assassinated by Jewish rebels. 

3. Paul’s appeal to resurrec9on wasn’t just theological—it was ________________, 
exposing the council’s hypocrisy and internal conflict. 

4. Roman law allowed ci9zens to be protected from mob violence, which is why 
the commander remained involved. 

 
C. Key Takeaway: 

1. When the room turns on you, remember—God s9ll stands beside you. The 
presence of conflict does not cancel the _________________. 

 
III. What Happens When God ShiAs the Room? 
 

A. Integrity Can S?ll Be Confronted (vv. 1–2) 
 

1. Key Verses: 
“Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, ‘My brothers, I have fulfilled my 
duty to God in all good conscience to this day.’ At this the high priest Ananias 
ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth.” 
 (vv. 1–2) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) Even sincere obedience may be met with _______________and 
_________________. 

b) Paul’s clear conscience didn’t protect him from attack—it positioned him for 
_________________. 

c) Rev. Dr. Otis Moss Jr. has said: “The problem with integrity is that it irritates the 
insecure.” (Preach! The Power of Black Sacred Rhetoric) 

 



B. Boldness Must Be Tempered with Humility (vv. 3–5) 
 

1. Key Verses: 
“Paul replied, ‘Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: 
“Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.”’” (v. 5) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) Paul boldly calls out injustice but quickly acknowledges scriptural respect for 
_________________. 

b) _________________ and _________________ are not opposites—they are both 
required in hostile rooms. 

c) Dr. Emmanuel Katongole writes: “Christian witness must learn to challenge 
power without becoming a mirror of its arrogance.” (The Sacrifice of Africa) 

 
C. Wisdom Can Shi/ the BaSle (vv. 6–9) 

 
1. Key Verses: 

“Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, 
called out… ‘I stand on trial because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.’” 
(v. 6) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) Paul leverages his knowledge of the room’s theology to _________________ the 
conversation. 

b) Strategic speech rooted in truth can _________________ adversaries and reveal 
deeper tensions. 

c) Rev. Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner writes: “Wisdom is not silence—it is knowing 
what to say when the stakes are highest.” (I Prayed, Now What?) 

 
D. God Speaks When the Room ScaSers (v. 11) 

 
1. Key Verses: 

“The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, ‘Take courage! As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.’”  
(v. 11) 

 



2. Key Lessons: 
a) God doesn’t always calm the ___________ —but He confirms the _____________. 

b) When people turn on you, God draws _________________ . 

c) Dr. Willie James Jennings says: “The Word of the Lord is often clearest after the 
room has erupted.” (Acts: A Theological Commentary on the Bible) 

 
IV. Scholars’ and Theological Insights on TrusIng God in ShiAing Spaces 
 

A. St. Teresa of Ávila: “Let nothing disturb you. God alone suffices.” 
 
B. Rev. Dr. O9s Moss Jr.: “Peace is not the absence of trouble. It is the presence of 
purpose in the middle of trouble.” 
 
C. Dr. Emmanuel Katongole: “A faithful life stands between confronta9on and 
compassion, knowing when to resist and when to remain.” 
 
D. Rev. Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner: “God may not remove us from hos9le spaces—
but God never leaves us in them alone.” 
 
E. Dr. Willie James Jennings: “God’s providence doesn’t wait for silence; it speaks in 
storms and shouts through conflict.” 

 
V. Prayer Focus 
 

1. Pray for discernment in spaces where power is shiEing or divided. 
2. Ask God to guard your heart from arrogance when you’re right and from despair 

when you’re aLacked. 
3. Thank God for His nearness in chao9c seasons. 
4. Pray for clarity of calling when your environment becomes uncertain. 

 
VI. VI. Key Takeaway 
 

God’s plan does not dissolve when the room turns against you. Divine presence and 
purpose remain intact—even in chaos. 

 
VII. Discussion and ReflecIon QuesIons 

1. When have you felt the atmosphere around you shiE suddenly? How did you 
respond? 



2. What does this passage teach you about naviga9ng confronta9on with humility and 
strategy? 

3. How can believers develop discernment in divided or vola9le environments? 
4. Have you ever received divine reassurance aEer a season of tension or rejec9on? 

How did it sustain you? 
5. How might your presence in a hos9le room be part of God’s broader assignment for 

your life? 
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