
Heard It All Before 
Living Faithfully When You’re Misjudged and Misunderstood 

Acts 24:1–27 
 
Focus: Paul speaks truth before Felix while his accusers recycle lies. This lesson explores 
the wearying weight of false narra;ves, the steady peace of a clear conscience, and the 
sacred strength to keep showing up with integrity when your character is under a?ack. 
 
I. Why This Study? 
 

A. ObjecDve: 
1. To examine how Paul models spiritual composure in the face of recycled 

lies and legal manipula;on. 
2. To explore what it means to live faithfully and truthfully when others 

misinterpret your mo;ves or misstate your ac;ons. 
3. To gain prac;cal wisdom for naviga;ng seasons of misjudgment without 

compromising your convic;ons or your character. 
 

B. Relevance: 
1. At some point, every faithful believer will be _______________________ 

by friends, by ins;tu;ons, by systems, or by the very people they’re trying 
to serve. 

2. False narra;ves have a way of ___________________ the soul. But Paul 
shows us that a clear _________________, rooted in _________________ 
and tethered to _________________, can outlast every lie. 

3. This passage is not just for public leaders or pastors. It’s for anyone who’s 
had to smile through _________________, tell the truth in a climate of 
_________________, or keep working in the shadows while wai;ng on 
God’s _________________. 

 
II. Context of Acts 24:1–27 
 

A. Background 
1. Five days aKer Paul’s transfer to Caesarea, Ananias the high priest and a 

professional advocate named Tertullus arrive to present their accusa;ons 
before Governor Felix.  

2. Tertullus begins with excessive _________________, then calls Paul a 
“plague” or “pes;lent fellow,” using the Greek word 



_________________, a term reserved for disease, danger, and social 
contagion.  

3. This wasn’t just an insult. It was a poli;cal move designed to present Paul 
as a ____________ ____________ hazard to Roman peace and security. 

4. Tertullus accuses Paul of s;rring up ____________, leading a dangerous 
____________, and profaning the ____________. None of these claims 
are rooted in fact, but they are laced with legal language and 
performa;ve concern.  

5. Paul is given the chance to respond, and his reply is a masterclass in 
____________, ____________, and ____________. He calmly explains 
that he came to Jerusalem to worship, that he caused no disturbance, and 
that the real reason he is on trial is for his belief in the resurrec;on of the 
dead. 

6. Felix, who is well-informed about the Chris;an movement (referred to as 
“the Way”), adjourns the proceedings. Though he finds no fault in Paul, 
he postpones any judgment and keeps Paul under house arrest.  

7. Over the next two years, he frequently calls for Paul not out of spiritual 
curiosity alone, but also in hopes of receiving a ____________.  

8. Paul remains unjustly detained un;l Felix is succeeded by Porcius Festus. 
 

B. Key Takeaway: 
When lies are louder than truth and inten;ons are ques;oned without 
cause, the faithful response is not ____________ but ____________. Paul 
teaches us that a clear conscience, grounded in gospel hope, can keep 
you steady even when your reputa;on is under siege. 

 
III. What Happens When You’re Misjudged and Misunderstood? 
 

A. Some People Use Lies to Protect Their Power (vv. 1–9) 
 

1. Tertullus opens his remarks with grand, insincere praise of Felix’s 
leadership, calling it “reforms” for the na;on.  

2. The Greek word used for “reforms” is diorthoseos, which implies 
____________ policy, but Felix was known historically for ____________ 
and exploita;on.  

3. Tertullus then accuses Paul of being a ____________ of the “sect” of the 
Nazarenes.  

4. The word used for sect is hairesis, which later came to mean 
____________.  



5. Here it was a rhetorical tool meant to paint ___________________ as a 
dangerous cult, unworthy of legal protec;on. 

 
The pracDcal truth is this:  

6. When your presence challenges fragile systems or exposes hidden 
agendas, people will fabricate whatever they need to in order to keep 
their power. They’ll twist your words, ques;on your mo;ves, and reframe 
your character into something __________________.  

7. Paul doesn’t respond with anger. He waits for the moment to speak the 
truth with ________________ and _________________. 

 
B. A Clear Conscience Is a Holy Weapon (vv. 10–16) 

 
1. Paul’s defense is rooted in ____________ integrity and ____________ 

confidence. He says, “I always take pains to have a clear conscience 
before God and man.”  

2. The word he uses for conscience is suneidesis, a deep inner awareness 
shaped by divine rela;onship and moral accountability. It’s not just about 
personal feelings. It’s about standing before God with no ____________. 

3. Paul also uses a compelling legal tone when he states that his accusers 
cannot prove any of the things they claim.  

4. The term for proof, parastesai, is a courtroom term meaning to present 
legal ____________. Paul isn’t just making a theological statement. He’s 
poin;ng out the legal emp;ness of their case.  
 
In pracDcal terms: 

5. A clear conscience gives you peace even when the court of public opinion 
is against you.  

6. And in a world where people oKen live for image or approval, a spirit-
shaped conscience becomes one of the strongest __________ of the soul. 

 
C. Some People Can’t Handle the Hope You Carry (vv. 17–21) 

 
1. Paul brings the focus back to what’s really bothering them: his belief in 

the ________________.  
2. “It is with respect to the resurrec;on of the dead that I am on trial before 

you today,” he says. The Greek word for resurrec;on is anastasis, not just 
a doctrinal belief but a declara;on that death and empire are not the 
end.  



3. Paul isn’t on trial for ____________ insurrec;on or ____________ 
desecra;on. He is on trial for a hope that dares to say ____________ and 
____________ won’t have the final word.  

4. This kind of hope is dangerous to people who are invested in fear-based 
control. It unse?les ____________ leaders who’ve se?led for ritual 
without power. It unnerves ____________ who rely on death and 
domina;on to stay in control.  

5. And s;ll today, your hope, if it’s real and resilient, will challenge 
comfortable lies and provoke spiritual pushback. 

 
D. Delay Doesn’t Mean Defeat (vv. 22–27) 

 
1. Felix, though clearly aware of Paul’s innocence, delays the case. He keeps 

Paul in custody, giving him some freedoms, but ul;mately does nothing.  
2. The Greek word used for “delay” or “adjourned” is anebale, meaning to 

put off or suspend. It carries the sense of poli;cal ____________ rather 
than principled ____________.  

3. Felix was stalling not for jus;ce but for _________________. He wanted a 
bribe, and he feared upseang his alliances with Jewish leaders.  

4. Paul is stuck for two full years unjustly ____________, ____________ 
accused, ____________ trapped. Yet he never stops being who he is. He 
con;nues to speak, to witness, and to live with integrity.  

5. In seasons of delay, when others control the process and the progress 
seems halted, _________________ becomes its own tes;mony. Dr. 
Cleophus J. LaRue wisely observes: “Delay is not denial in the economy of 
God. Some;mes your silence is the sermon.” 

 
IV. Scholars’ and Theological Insights on Living with Integrity Under 
Misjudgment 
 

A. St. Augus;ne: “The truth is like a lion. You don’t have to defend it. Let it 
loose, it will defend itself.” 
 
B. Dr. Lisa Bowens: “Paul’s boldness reveals how Spirit-formed faith can stand 
firm, even when systems distort and delay jus;ce.” 
 
C. Dr. Dennis Edwards: “A holy conscience gives you strength to stand before 
kings without trembling and to sit in prison without bi?erness.” 
 



D. Dr. N. T. Wright: “Hope is the shape of Chris;an resistance. It refuses to let 
corrup;on define reality.” 
 
E. Dr. Cleophus J. LaRue: “Preaching integrity with no plagorm and serving 
faithfully without favor may be the truest test of leadership.” 

 
V. Prayer Focus 
 

1. Pray for the grace to stay faithful when your name is under a?ack 
2. Ask God to help you live from a clear conscience, not from the need for 

valida;on 
3. Pray for peace during seasons of delay or false accusa;on 
4. Intercede for those who are faithfully enduring injus;ce, misrepresenta;on, 

or silencing 
 
VI. Key Takeaway 

Being misunderstood is not the end of your witness. A conscience anchored in 
Christ and a hope rooted in resurrec;on will hold you steady when others speak 
falsely, act cowardly, or delay jus;ce. 

 
VII. Discussion and ReflecTon QuesTons 

1. Have you ever been misrepresented while trying to do what was right? How 
did you respond? 

2. What does it prac;cally look like to maintain a clear conscience when your 
integrity is under suspicion? 

3. Why do you think resurrec;on hope is so disrup;ve to both religious and 
poli;cal powers? 

4. How do you keep trus;ng God when delays seem endless and unjust? 
5. What spiritual disciplines can help you remain faithful when people don’t see 

or believe the truth about you? 
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