
What’s Going On 
When Doing Right S-ll Gets You A4acked: Responding to Misrepresenta-on 

Acts 21:26–36 
 
Focus: Even as Paul submits to Jewish customs in goodwill, he is falsely accused and 
violently seized. This study helps believers process what to do when obedience leads to 
opposi@on, and how to hold on to peace when you’re misunderstood. 
 
I. Why This Study? 
 

A. Objec-ve: 
1. To examine how Paul’s faithful ac@ons are met with false accusa@ons and 

violence. 
2. To explore how believers can respond when obedience does not shield 

them from injus@ce. 
3. To cul@vate spiritual resilience in the face of being misunderstood or 

misrepresented. 
 

B. Relevance: 
1. Many believers face cri@cism not for doing _____________ but for doing 

_____________—especially in polarized cultural or religious climates. 
2. Misrepresenta@on and false assump@ons can _____________ 

rela@onships and provoke unwarranted _____________. 
3. This passage offers a model for maintaining _____________ and 

composure when our _____________ is aLacked. 
 
II. Context of Acts 21:26–36 
 

A. The Background of Paul’s Arrest in the Temple: 
1. Paul follows the elders’ recommenda@on and par@cipates in the 

purifica@on rites with four Jewish men to _____________ rumors (v. 26). 
2. Near the end of the seven-day process, some Jews from Asia see Paul in 

the temple and s@r up the crowd by falsely accusing him of 
_____________ the temple by bringing in a Gen@le (vv. 27–29). 

3. The mob seizes Paul, drags him out of the temple, and begins bea@ng 
him, intending to kill him (v. 30–31). 

4. The Roman commander intervenes with soldiers and _____________ Paul 
to restore order (vv. 32–33). 



5. As the crowd shouts __________________ things, the commander 
cannot determine the truth and has Paul carried away to the barracks (vv. 
34–36). 

 
B. Historical Insight: 

1. The temple had strict boundaries for Gen@les; crossing them was 
considered _____________ and punishable by _____________ —even 
under Roman law. 

2. Paul was known for his associa@on with Gen@le believers, and his 
presence in the city during a Jewish feast made him a _____________ for 
suspicion. 

3. The presence of _____________ _____________ in the Antonia Fortress 
adjacent to the temple meant the authori@es could quickly quell riots. 

 
C. Key Takeaway: 

1. Some@mes _____________ intensifies opposi@on. Faithfulness is no 
guarantee of protec@on from _____________ ________________—but it 
is the ground on which our peace and integrity stand. 

 
III. What Happens When Obedience Leads to OpposiCon? 
 

A. Misrepresenta-on Can Emerge Even from Good Deeds (vv. 26–29) 
 

1. Key Verses: 
“They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and 
assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple.” (v. 29) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) Paul’s actions were motivated by _____________ and _____________, not 
rebellion or arrogance. 

b) Misunderstanding often begins with _____________, not facts. 

c) Rev. Dr. Renita Weems writes: “Even right action can be distorted when 
filtered through fear, prejudice, or unhealed wounds.” (Listening for God) 

 
B. False Accusa-ons Can Lead to Real Violence (vv. 30–31) 

 
1. Key Verses: 
“They seized Paul and dragged him from the temple, and immediately the 
gates were shut. While they were trying to kill him…” (vv. 30–31) 



 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) The mob doesn’t seek clarity—they seek _____________. 

b) Injustice often escalates not because of truth but because of 
unchecked _____________. 

c) Dr. James Cone reminds us: “The cross is not just a symbol of 
salvation—it is a sign that righteousness will be resisted, and justice will be 
crucified.” (The Cross and the Lynching Tree) 

 
C. God Can Use Systems of Power to Preserve His Purpose (vv. 32–33) 

 
1. Key Verses: 
“The commander came up and arrested him, ordering him to be bound with 
two chains.” (v. 33) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) The Roman soldiers act not out of ___________________ but out of 
political obligation—yet God uses them to protect Paul. 

b) Sometimes help comes from _____________ or even indiQerent sources. 

c) Rev. Dr. Stacey Floyd-Thomas notes: “God’s providence often arrives 
through imperfect vessels, reminding us that divine sovereignty transcends 
human systems.” (Mining the Motherlode) 

 
D. Being Misunderstood Does Not Cancel Your Mission (vv. 34–36) 

 
1. Key Verses: 
“The crowd that followed kept shouJng, ‘Get rid of him!’” (v. 36) 

 
2. Key Lessons: 

a) Public rejection doesn’t negate private _____________. 

b) When your name is misused, your _____________ must speak louder 
than the _____________. 

c) Rev. Dr. Frank Thomas writes: “Ministry is often misunderstood. The 
challenge is to continue speaking the truth while being falsely spoken of.” 
(They Like to Never Quit Praisin’ God) 

 



IV. Scholars’ and Theological Insights on Responding to 
MisrepresentaCon 
 

A. St. Augus@ne: “Do not be troubled if you are misunderstood. If Christ Himself 
was misrepresented, how can we expect otherwise?” 
 
B. Rev. Dr. Renita Weems: “The pain of being misunderstood is oken the price 
of prophe@c clarity.” 
 
C. Dr. James Cone: “To stand with the crucified means accep@ng that jus@ce will 
be violently opposed.” 
 
D. Rev. Dr. Stacey Floyd-Thomas: “We do not measure divine approval by public 
applause.” 
 
E. Rev. Dr. Frank A. Thomas: “Faithful ministry will oken invite public scru@ny. 
But God’s approval is the only applause that counts.” 

 
V. Prayer Focus 
 

1. Pray for strength to endure seasons of misrepresenta@on with grace. 
2. Ask God to anchor your iden@ty in divine affirma@on, not human opinion. 
3. Pray for wisdom to respond to false accusa@ons without losing your witness. 
4. Intercede for those in leadership and ministry who are facing unjust 

opposi@on. 
 
VI. Key Takeaway 
 

Faithful obedience may invite unjust opposi@on, but God’s presence sustains us 
through misunderstanding. What is done in integrity will not be undone by 
accusa@on. 
 

VII. Discussion and ReflecCon QuesCons 
1. When have you experienced being misunderstood while trying to do the right 

thing? How did you respond? 
2. What lessons from Paul’s experience can help you remain peaceful and 

faithful under public scru@ny? 
3. Why is it important to dis@nguish between obedience and outcomes? 
4. How do you discern when to speak up in your defense versus when to let God 

defend you? 



 5. What role can the church play in suppor@ng those who are aLacked or 
misrepresented for doing right? 
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