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Our Saint Mark family used 2019 to 
enrich our grateful hearts, celebrate 
all that our Heavenly Father has 
provided, and use our gifts to grow 
His kingdom. Through teaching and 
service, we “Uncovered, Unpacked, 
and Unleashed” our spiritual gifts. 
Saint Mark is now better equipped to 
demonstrate the Gospel and serve His 
kingdom. 

There is extraordinary power in 
discovering your gifts and putting them 
into action. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul 
says, “For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared us to do.” 

Once you discover your own gifts, you 
show glory to Him by helping others 
discover their potential as well. It is a 
cycle of salvation that pleases the Lord 
and allows His followers to make a 
difference. Whether it is a small effort 
or an exceptional feat, God has called 
you and it is amazing to see what can 
happen as a result.

This report is only a snapshot of our 
awesome year at Saint Mark! As we 
reflect on all that took place in 2019, 
one question remains: Are you using 
your gift?  It’s not too late to start! 
Tell yourself #MyGiftMatters.

CONTENTS
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Greetings, Saint Mark family.

Our God is great and greatly to be praised.  As we have seen throughout this 
year, God thought enough of each of us to include us in His work in the earth 
by blessing us each with spiritual gifts.  Now that we have closely studied 
what that means, we can point to ourselves and say #MyGiftMatters. Our gifts 
matter to God, and they matter to one another. So much so, that we dedicated 
this entire year to understanding our gifts and discovering how God wants to 
use them.

For some this was an eye-opening year. For others it was a re-awakening of the 
call on your life. Finding out your purpose and knowing how to use it to fulfill 

God’s intention for your life is one of the most exciting times in a Christian’s 
journey.  Every gift is important and together they make up a complete 

picture of what God designed His church to accomplish in the earth. 
We are to bring Him glory and build up others in everything we 

strive to do.

I am excited to see the fruit of all that we have learned 
throughout this year as everyone activates their gifts in 
the coming months.  This year’s highlights are a recap and 
celebration of what has taken place so far in our steps to be 
all God has called us to be. The rewards go well beyond what 
we could imagine.  When we exercise our gifts, we grow 
stronger individually and as a ministry, and our impact is 
multiplied throughout the community.  

As we look toward 2020, we will focus on FREE: A Life 
Beyond Bondage. Our goals will be to walk in and share the 
Good News of spiritual freedom through Christ, and work 
toward social freedom for all.  I challenge each of you to 
continue on this walk through our 20/20 plan.  Each year 
has added another layer to the foundation of our future 
as a God-fearing people. There is so much more work to 
do and together we will be find true freedom in 2020!

With all Christian Sincerity,

Pastor Phillip L. Pointer, Sr., D.Min.

FROM THE PASTOR
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We dedicated our year to discovering 
how we could use our God-given gifts 
to bring glory to God. As a result of our 
diligence in attending Bible study on Wednesdays 
and our desire to worship on Sundays, we 
experienced several unique moments in worship, 
witnessing great moves of God throughout our 
campus. The spiritual growth that has taken place in 
both adults and youth is nothing short of amazing.
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It all began with the “Why 
Me” series.  We are all born 
on purpose and born for a 
purpose. There is a God-
glorifying purpose for each 
of our lives.  This series gave us 
encouragement to know that God 
has uniquely gifted and selected 
each of us for greater works.

We also discovered that giving 
starts with what God is doing in 
your heart, not when you release 
the gift from your hand. There 
is spiritual significance in our 
financial generosity to the local 
church, and God has provided 
principles, power, and promises 
that are attached to what we give. 
We have all been challenged to 
unleash our full potential through 
consistent giving.

The Gift U (Gift University) series 
opened our eyes to spiritual 
mentoring. God shapes and 
sharpens our gifts through 
mentoring relationships. 
Throughout the Bible there are 
many mentoring relationships 
like Moses and Joshua, Elijah and 
Elisha, and Ananias and Saul from 
which we can gain insight.   We 
were challenged to find a mentor 
or be a mentor as we continue to 
grow spiritually. 

UNCOVERING & UNPACKING
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Our RELAX series turned our focus 
on areas that many Christians 
overlook.  Our mental and 
emotional health is just as 
important as our physical 
health.  Serving in ministry 
can be overwhelming when 
we don’t take time to care for 
our spiritual beings.  We have 
to become more aware of just 
how dependent on God we are if 
we are to successfully manage 
mental and emotional health. 
We were encouraged to develop 
a greater sense of confidence 
in God’s promises of peace in 
the midst of extremely stressful 
environments. We’ve got to talk to 
God, trust in God, and think about 
God constantly in order to live a 
healthy life.

We focused on the importance of 
using our God-given gifts to serve 
one another through the Greater 
Than series. If you are not serving, 
you are not significant. We need 
to adopt a servant’s heart and 
live a servant’s life.  We should 
use our gifts to impact the lives 
of others, ultimately leading to 
more souls being saved and more 
lives being changed for the better.  
Putting the needs of others before 
our own is a true sign of Christian 
maturity.  When we care for others, 
God takes care of us.

UNCOVERING & UNPACKING



We walked through the 
spiritual gifts with the 
“Finding My Fit” Bible study 
in the Spring.  Taking a 
closer look at all of the 
spiritual gifts helped us 
all see where we could fit 
in God’s purpose for the 
church. Our gifts matter 
because when recognized 
and developed properly they 
can be used to bring Glory 
to God and benefit others.  

Administration

Faith

Intercession

Prophecy

Discernment

Giving

Knowledge

Shepherding

Encouragement

Helps

Leadership

Teaching

Evangelism

Hospitality

Mercy

Wisdom

Spiritual gifts 
assessment tools 
were provided for 
everyone to discover 
or refocus on what 
gifts we have. It’s not 
too late to uncover 
the gifts you have. 
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*As listed on the online Spiritual Gifts Discovery assessment by Group Publishing 



Our volunteer expo was the 
perfect place for members 
to find their fit in the various 
serving opportunities 
at Saint Mark.  Those 
who previously had not 
participated in ministry 
spoke with leaders and 
current volunteers to learn 

163 people 
found their fit or 

reconnected in ministry 
this year.
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more about using their gifts.  
We also saw more than 100 
people approach the altar 
during one Sunday service 
seeking God for a way to use 
their gifts. Another 40 people 
reached out through our 
online form to put their gifts 
to work.



Monique, a recent graduate of UCA, was 
especially grateful that her Saint Mark family 
was able to help her reach her academic goal 
despite many financial struggles.  “This church 
changed my life.  I really appreciated you 
guys for helping me.   Saint Mark took care 
of me so I could walk across the stage, and I’m 
forever grateful and still in shock that I did it.” 

Monique struggled with transportation, 
financial stability and the resources necessary 
to be a college student.  She worked two jobs 
while going to school and walked to all three to 
keep herself on track.  But she still needed help. 
“I came to the Church multiple times for rent 
and utilities.” Monique’s Saint Mark family was 
determined to help her succeed.  

“Ms. Rhonda really took care of me because I 
came for help with a shut off notice 3 weeks 
before I graduated.”  Monique kept her faith, 
put her trust in God, and did what she could to 
keep going.  “Plenty of times I’ve run out of gas 
on the freeway, plenty of times I’ve had to ask 
my church for help and my school for help. I just 
never gave up.”

Their gifts mattered in Monique’s quest to 
become a graduate.

This church 
changed my life.
Saint Mark took 
care of me so I 
could walk across 
    the stage, and 
       I’m forever 
         grateful.

Monique C.
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#MyGiftMatters
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Empowering individuals by unpacking 
the gifts of compassion and exhortation 
was a part of the focus for one of the 
newest offerings in the Roddy E. Collins 
School of Ministry.  The “Emotional 
and Spiritual Health” track is guiding 
students through how to balance 
family, career, ministry, and the 
overall stress life can bring.  Students 
were also encouraged to expand their 
gifts of knowledge with a track entitled 
“How to Study the Bible.”

Now in its 6th year, more than 
550 students have participated 
in the potentially life-changing 
Money Matters, powered by 
Arvest. Learning how to manage 
money better can lead to 
generous giving.
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UNLEASHING

We ended the year with a challenge 
for everyone to put their gifts 
into action with “It’s On You!”, a 
series that walked through the book 
of Nehemiah.  This journey was the 
perfect glimpse of how the individual 
gifts found within our community can 
be pooled together to accomplish great 
things for the glory of God.  Working 
side-by-side there is no task that is too 
great and the end results of the work 
is a testament to God’s calling, leading, 
and blessing of those who study His 
word and put their faith to work.

Serving can be as simple 
as welcoming people to our 
church and making sure they 
get directions and answers to 
questions about our ministry.
Members of our Welcome Team, 
like LaToya, are ready on the job!
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Our Fall Bible Study took on a new format 
in our quest to discover how we are 
“Designed for More” as men and 
women of God.  Our attendance at 
Wednesday Bible Study saw a significant 
boost with a friendly challenge between 
the men and the women.  The split groups 
allowed us to really be candid in talking 
about issues unique to our genders. 
Taking a deeper look at God’s design 
for us in our vocations, as men and as 
women, in marriage, as parents, and 
in sex and intimacy gave us a greater 
appreciation for our gifts of manhood and 
womanhood as described in scripture.

Attendance nearly 
doubled during 

the Fall compared 
to our Spring Bible 
Study attendance.
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After spending months unpacking and 
uncovering our gifts, we were all challenged 
to unleash those gifts to bless others and 
bring glory to God.  Some found new energy for 
ministries they were already connected with. Some 
commitments offer annual serving opportunities 
like our Rites of Passage mentoring programs. 
And several events served as “first-serve” 
opportunities for new volunteers.  

The smiles and thank 
you’s I get when I use 
my gift of helps to 
serve bring me joy.  
Serving alongside my 
fellow greeters brings 
us closer together as 
well. I know I’ve found 
my fit by making others 
feel welcome at Saint 
Mark.

Wanda L.

One great example is during the Samaritan’s 
Feet event in January.  Gifts of compassion 
and evangelism were perfect for those 
volunteers who took time to encourage 
children with the hope of Christ while washing 
their feet and fitting them for free shoes.

Report
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Our Family Night Out gave the staff 
an opportunity to use their gifts of 
hospitality to serve the congregation 
for an evening of fun and food.



Power to Get Wealth Job Fair
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We again saw huge numbers 
of those seeking to find 
employment at the 3rd Annual 
Power to Get Wealth Job Fair 
presented by CHI St. Vincent.  
Hosted by Saint Mark in partnership 
with the Tendaji CDC, more than 50 
employers spoke with the 2,000 
attendees about available options, 
and took steps to find out if there 
was a fit for job seekers.  Once again 
the resume room was very popular 
for those who needed to review 
their resume and get tips on how 
to improve them to increase their 
chances of being hired.
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We celebrated the Greatest Gift of 
Jesus Christ with Holy Week events 
for the entire family.  The choir led 
us in an evening of worship with the 
singing of our favorite blood songs in 
concert. It was a reminder of the great 
sacrifice our Savior made by suffering 
and dying on the cross for our sins. 

We held a special Easter Feast 
for our homeless population. 
They received hair cuts, food, and 
essential survival items donated  
        by members. They were met by 
         friendly faces offering to pray   
             with them over their 
                       concerns. 
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“The impact this movie had on my life was 
more than I expected.  It woke up a faith in me 
to really trust God with everything in my life. 
I’m glad my church thought enough to give us 
this chance to see Breakthrough!”

-Legacie S.
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The teens were treated to the movie 
“Breakthrough,” produced by our friend 
DeVon Franklin.  The movie was based 
on the true story of a teenage boy who 
experienced death but was brought back 
to life through the prayers of his family and 
church. The miracle in the movie served as 
a great message of faith for our students, 
and they were able to meet and dialogue 
with the young man upon whose life the 
movie was based. 



Holy Week continued as our 
children and families enjoyed a 
Family Fun Day complete with 
an Easter Egg hunt and old-
fashioned fun. 

We celebrated The Greatest Gift 
– the resurrection of our Savior 
– with packed worship services 
featuring the one and only 
gospel music icon Kirk Franklin.
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The recently re-branded 
Rhythm Student Ministry has 
seen tremendous growth 
under the leadership of Pastor 
Sipho. Growing spiritually 
and socially are the main 
focuses for our teens.

And Rhythm was given 
a fresh new look to help 
teens remember to focus 
on Strength, Sound, and 
Movement as they grow in 
Christ.  

New this year was a 
Journeying through
Grief for Teens
that helped
the Sanders
family begin
finding a
way to cope
with losing
their brother
and cousin.



Many children were blessed by our first ever 
Pop-Up Fun days. Teens, children, and adults 
were able to put their gifts of evangelism, 
exhortation, and service to use.  Games, food, 
and music made for the perfect Spring Break 
afternoon fun as we took the Gospel to the 
neighborhoods. Pastor Sipho said, “events like 
these allow the church to show that the kids 
matter, and that they can be ministered to in a 
way they can relate to.”  

It was evident that the kids were having fun, 
socializing and dancing to their favorite beats. 
Laila Johnson, a Pre-K student at Carver 
Elementary, said I enjoyed playing around with 
my friends” at the Pop Up Fun Day. “Saint Mark’s 
Pop Up Fun days allowed us students and the 
adults alike to connect and enjoy ourselves,” 
said Miracle Jackson.
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Under the leadership of Pastor Mona, 
Kingdom Kidz Children spent the year 
learning valuable topical lessons to 
help them grow in understanding of 
God’s word. They learned about Courage, 
Honor, Trust, Faith and Compassion. They 
also continued to grow in serving through 
ministries like Mission Mini.  Kingdom Kidz 
will launch their newly branded look in 2020.



The gifts of evangelism and service were 
paired with teaching and compassion  
as youth learned more about Christ and 
the Bible through our week-long walk on 
the wild side - VBS: In The Wild.  More 
than 300 students enjoyed learning about 
different ways they can encounter Jesus  
in everyday life.

The first ever “Pastor P’s Summer Reading 
Club” was a great partnership with the Central 
Arkansas Library System, offering children 
access to books during the summer months.  
Students were awarded prizes for each book 
they completed. Fifty-five students signed up 
for library cards for the first time!
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The annual Back to School Week 
kicked off with Young Adult Sunday 
featuring Mali Music and Rev. 
Brianna Parker.  Everyone was 
asked to represent their college 
and wear their school’s 
merchandise to church.  Recruiters 
from UAPB were on site to talk 
with anyone interested in college 
options.
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The remainder of the 
week included youth hype 
night parties, teacher 
appreciation complete with school 
supplies, and closed out with a great 
new partnership with the Clinton 
Foundation for the Head of the Class 
Bash Health Fair and Fun Day. 

We saw 55 students give their 
lives to Christ during the Youth 
Hype Night activities.  More than 
150 teachers were blessed with 
school supplies during our grab bag 
event, and six schools received extra 
supplies from the remaining bags. We 
were also able to provide our partner 
school, Stephens Elementary, with 
enough supplies to stock their supply 
closet for the upcoming school 
year. And 3,000 children received 
backpacks with school supplies, 560 
students received physical exams, 
and 75 were immunized at the Head 
of the Class Bash.
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Deborah has been a member of Saint Mark 
since 1999 and she has always found a way to 
serve.  Her first ministry was singing with the 
choir, then she saw a need with her fellow choir 
members.  “I ended up helping with childcare 
during rehearsals and on Sundays while the choir 
was meeting,” said Deborah.  

As a single mom, Deborah always tried to make 
sure her sons had what they needed for school. 
“In 2006, I received notice that I was being laid 
off from my job, and I didn’t know how I was 
going to make sure my boys had what they 
needed to graduate high school and college.  
God always provided a way for me to pay my 
rent and make sure my sons had their caps and 
gowns and other things.”

When it seemed things were just getting 
tougher, she never wavered from giving her 
tithes and serving at the church.  She connected 
with the Tendaji CDC Care Center and began 
helping to serve the homeless.  “I always try to 
help wherever I can, and while I was serving 
some of my fellow volunteers were just 
what I needed.”  They helped walk her through 
the process of getting her disability income 
setup.  “We shouted together when it was 
approved!”

Her gifts of service, giving, and faithfulness 
mattered to others and in turn Deborah was 
blessed!

I have found 
that if I just keep 
serving and keep 
giving, even when 
    times are tough, 
     God will keep 
      blessing me.  

Deborah J.
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#MyGiftMatters



OUR GIFTS In Action

Over the last 12 months our volunteers have 
served more than 53,000 hours, a savings of 
more than $1,066,212.89 in costs of labor.  
The more we unleash the gifts that God has 
given us our impact spreads throughout the 
community.  Your time and talents are valued 
and appreciated.  The effects are eternal for 
both the giver and those we are able to bless 
in so many ways.

 JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 
2019 4945 4486 4283 5767 3682 4500 2596 6382 5223    

2018 4340 4229 4186 4344 4040 5676 3418 4290 3781 3614 4011 3590 

2017 2562 3568 4361 4792 4940 4478 5563 4536 4100 4136 3017 4341

Monthly Volunteer Hours

This does not include membership intake numbers for October, November or December 2019.

COST SAVINGS 
PER YEAR

2019

2018

2017

$1,066,212.89

$692,284.25

$973,4355.07
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$88,436.52
in assistance

provided through
Mission in Action

1,380
food boxes

delivered through
Raven by the Brook

675
meals served 

through
Feast of Hope
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Volunteers from the 
Outreach team used their 
time and talents to help Rock 
the Block in partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity and 
other community partners 
in the Love neighborhood.  
Several seniors received 
much needed cleanup 
and paint work for their 
properties.

Others gathered to help fill 
sandbags for the community 
following the devastating 
historic floods in May.
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If Dewayne had to sum up how he sees his life 
now with one scripture it would be Job 22:5 – 
He will restore everything that was lost. “I’ve 
had a lot of hardship in my life in dealing with 
addiction and losing everything,” said Dewayne.  
“I’ve been homeless and without income. All I 
had was my life.”

Being connected with Saint Mark and having 
members of the C.A.L.E.B. ministry reach out to 
him to help him overcome his addiction brought 
change to his life. “Serving with the Outreach 
Ministry has really been a blessing.  During my 
20 years of struggling, the team has supported 
me and allowed me to stay connected by 
serving. Fighting for my disability approval 
was hard. At times I wanted to give up. My 
accountability people really were there for me, 
and helped me not to give up,” he said.

“Teaching is one of my gifts, and I try to use 
that gift when I’m helping others. After being 
homeless and fighting addiction and being able 
to overcome those things, I am now able to help 
others and that is one of my greatest joys.”

“My church was a blessing because of the 
teaching. I learned that even when I’m 
going through I have to trust God. I’ve been 
clean for more than three years now. I’m truly 
grateful to be a part of the Saint Mark family.”

Using his gifts matters to Dewayne because it 
keeps him growing stronger everyday.

After being 
homeless 
and fighting 
addiction and 
being able 
to overcome 
those things, 
I am now able 
to help others 
and that is one 
of my greatest 
joys.

Dewayne J.
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#MyGiftMatters
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The staff, volunteers, 
partners, and contributors 
of the Tendaji Community 
Development Corporation 
are rising to meet the 
challenges of social 
and educational gaps 
within our community.  
The holistic approach 
of all programming is 
changing the lives of 
students and families in 
Arkansas by focusing on 
literacy, entrepreneurship, 
employment, access to 
benefits, and much more.

The AR Kids Read program 
supplied free books through 
a grant for students in 
the Program IMPACT 
afterschool program during 
their Lights On Afterschool 
Open House this year.
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Students in the ARTS Impact 
Summer Camp learned every aspect 
of entrepreneurship.  Lessons 
on money management, creative 
thinking, and business planning 
were coupled with art, design, and 
music creation, all resulting in their 
Kidpreneur Fair at the end of camp.  
They showed off their skills in making 
various arts and crafts, health and 
beauty products, and even culinary 
arts to shoppers who supported 
their efforts buy purchasing their 
products in an “open market” 
style event.  Literacy classes even 
produced a book of short stories that 
was available for purchase.

Students made more than $1,300 
selling their goods at the fair.
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The educational programming of the Tendaji 
CDC continues to flourish.  The Program 
IMPACT afterschool program continues to 
have strong enrollment with 185 students 
from area elementary and middle schools.  
Some children who have been with the 
program since day 1 have shown tremendous 
growth academically and socially through 
the support of the staff and volunteers of 
the program. The program received exciting 
news through a new partnership with Jazz 
at Lincoln Center.  Students from Tendaji will 
be traveling to Orlando, Florida, to present 
to a crowd of more than 5,000 attendees at 
the Beyond School Hours National Education 
Conference, a national afterschool program.

Members from Saint Mark partnered with 
Tendaji CDC for the third year to provide 
holiday wish list clothes and toys for Gift-
a-Child at their annual holiday party.

PROGRAM IMPACT 
ENROLLMENT BY YEAR

2017      2018           2019

15
3

18
5

18
5

ARTS IMPACT SUMMER CAMP 
ENROLLMENT BY YEAR

2017      2018           2019

96 14
2

14
8
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TENDAJI CDC STAFF

TENDAJI CDC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Dr. Phillip L. Pointer, Sr.
Senior Pastor, 
Saint Mark Baptist Church 

SECRETARY
Kandi Hughes
Attorney, 
Southwest Power Pool

VICE-PRESIDENT
Lamarr Bailey
Executive Pastor, 
Saint Mark Baptist Church 

TREASURER
Marcus Guinn
Vice President,
Arvest Bank

MEMBER
Arthur Boutiette
Director, 
Disability Determination 
for Social Security 
Administration 

The Reclaiming Scholars program became 
the premier offering of support for schools 
around the state with the adoption of 
Arkansas Act 640, requiring all districts 
to provide intervention and reformative 
support for students who are in distress for 
behavioral issues that can also affect their 
academic success.  

After serving schools within Pulaski County 
for the last three years and seeing some 
growth over the years, the program is 
now being implemented in satellite sites 
around the state to help schools address 
the mandates of Act 640.  By providing staff 
development, parental training, and student 
support services, Reclaiming Scholars is 
doing just what its name says, reclaiming 
students and giving them a true path to 
restorative justice and future success in 
their academic careers.

Impact Report  |  35

MEMBER
G.K. Timmons – CEO, 
Team Summit

MEMBER
Linda Young – Grants Director, 
Little Rock School District

RECLAIMING SCHOLARS
SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS BY YEAR

2017      2018           2019

3 8 10

SHELIA HAYES
Director of Educational Services

JARED GREEN
Behavior Specialist

MORGAN CARTER
Administrative Assistant

BRAELOND SIMMONS
Program Manager

JASMINE WAKEFIELD
Behavior Specialist

DOROTHY MALONE
Homework Lab/Tutor
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Tendaji’s Care Center in partnership with 
Saint Mark provides basic necessities and 
connections to services for individuals 
who do not have access. The team of 10 
volunteers serves hot meals 4 days a 
week to the homeless and helps them 
shop for clothes from the men’s and 
women’s clothing closets on site.  They 
have also provided transportation in their 
personal vehicles to local resources like 
the VA Hospital, job interviews, temporary 
shelters, and much more.

For information on how you can be a part of 
this great endeavor to make things happen 
in the lives of others, contact Rhonda Allen 
at 501-663-3955 ext. 248

20
received transportation

to shower and 
laundromat

1,194
hot meals served

to homeless
on weekdays

104
people shopped

for clothing, shoes,
and jackets

Care Center Impact
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Gerald has struggled with mental illness for 
most of his adult life.  He has spent many 
days in and out of the Baptist Hospital 
mental illness program due to his diagnosis 
and the addition of drug and alcohol 
addictions.  Following surgeries on his eyes, 
he experienced some vision impairment. He 
has also had several bone surgeries that 
impeded his ability to work through the 
years. 

After reckoning with his issues and 
being determined to better his life, he 
became sober and got connected with the 
Care Center.  When it came time for job 
interviews, the Care Center volunteers 
helped him prepare by going over interview 
questions for 30 minutes and finding clothes 
for the interviews.  

“I thank God for the volunteers that give 
their time to help us better our lives,” said 
Gerald.  “I know I found them because 
I asked God to help me do better.  They 
encourage and support me and make sure 
I have what I need to make it.” Gerald visits 
the Care Center twice a week and is able to 
get clothes to wear to work and a hot meal 
before heading to work. 

Their gifts matter in Gerald’s life!

I thank God 
for the volunteers 
that give their 
time to help us 
better our lives.

Gerald M.
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In the last 12 months, 386 people joined 
Saint Mark and 216 of those graduated 
from Steps to Growth new member 
classes. We currently have 6,206 family 
units at Saint Mark.

MEMBERSHIP ANALYSIS

 JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 
2019 28 37 31 37 33 36 33 31 22 38   326

2018 54 30 17 42 22 24 18 12 18 25 29 31 322

2017 59 25 21 24 14 29 42 41 16 24 34 18 347 

2016 31 18 20 14 20 25 41 42 32 43 24 14 324

2015 66 47 61 64 36 41 26 44 31 27 15 17 475

Monthly Growth Analysis

This does not include membership intake numbers for November or December 2019.

MEMBERS 
BY GENDER

MALE

FEMALE

36%

64%

MEMBERS 
BY AGE

AGES

1-3

4-12

13-17

18-25

26-40

41-64

65+

<1%

4%

32%

7%

2%

13%

36%

MEMBERS 
BY MARITAL STATUS

SINGLE

MARRIED

DIVORCED

WIDOWED

65%

8%

25%

2%
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We began the First Steps class for new believers, 
which begins with the basics about the Gospel 
and salvation and then walks them through how 
to connect with God through scripture, prayer, and 
fellowship with other believers.
Destiny, a sophomore at Philander Smith College, 
was invited by her friend, Makayla, to visit Saint 
Mark. “I had been to other churches before, but 
never really paid attention or understood a lot,” 
she said. 

“What spoke to me at Saint Mark, was how 
Pastor P explained the word (the Gospel) and I 
understood what was being said. Even before 
becoming a member of Saint Mark, I felt like I was 
a part of the family.”

Destiny’s growth continued in the First Steps 
Class for new believers. She even invited a few 
other student-friends to be a part of the class. 

“I felt like it was important to share my 
journey with others because I wanted them 
to see how amazing my experience was 
and how welcomed they would be.  When I 
experience something that great, I want others to 
experience that as well.”

#MyGiftMatters



40  |  Impact Report



Impact Report  |  41Impact Report  |  41

We welcomed 42 people 
to the family of Faith.  
Following baptism, each 
of our new 
family members 
received a special 
gift to help them as 
they grow in their 
relationship with Christ.
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DISCIPLESHIP
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HEALTH MINISTRY

C.A.L.E.B.

FITNESS

FEAST OF HOPE

TEAM SPORTS

STUDENTS

YOUTH COUNCIL
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HIGH SCHOOL  MINISTRY
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY
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GOLDEN SAINTS MINISTRY
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BOARD
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STUDENT
PASTOR

DISCIPLESHIP
PASTOR

PASTOR OF
ASSIMILATION

OUTREACH
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CARE

VISITATION MINISTRY

STEPHEN MINISTRY

AFTERCARE (GRIEF)

PASTOR OF
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
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CHILDREN

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
LEADERSHIP TEAMS

KINGDOM KIDZ

NURSERY

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

CUB SCOUTS

MINISTRY 
SUPPORT

TRANSPORTATION 
MINISTRY

PARKING LOT MINISTRY

SECURITY MINISTRY

WEDDING MINISTRY

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY

GIDEON’S ARMY

MEDIA &
MARKETING

TELEVISION MINISTRY

SOUND MINISTRY

AUDIO MINISTRY

MEDIA SALES

PHOTOGRAPHY MINISTRY

SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM

MEMBERSHIP
SUPPORT

AMBASSADORS

PRAYER MINISTRY

ALTAR WORKERS

DEAF MINISTRY

FUNERAL MINISTRY

BAPTISM 

COMMUNION

SENIOR USHERS

JUNIOR USHERS

CHILDREN’S 
PASTOR

PASTOR 
OF MEMBERSHIP
& VOLUNTEERS

PASTOR OF
OPERATIONS

TECHNICAL
DIRECTOR

MUSIC & ARTS
SANCTUARY CHOIR

PRAISE TEAMS

CHOSEN GENERATION

WATSON PRIMARY  
ENSEMBLE

YOUTH FOR CHRIST

PASTOR OF 
MUSIC & ARTS

EXECUTIVE
PASTOR



DR. PHILLIP L. POINTER, SR.
Senior Pastor

GLENN E. HERSEY
Outreach Pastor

LAMARR D. BAILEY
Executive Pastor

SIPHO MHLANGA
Student Pastor

DARIUS L. NELSON
Pastor of Music & Arts

JOHN C. RICHARDS, JR.
Pastor of Assimilation

HERBERT L. SHIRLEE
Pastor of Congregational Care

EARNEST THOMAS
Discipleship Pastor

JAMES TROTTER
Pastor of Operations

DEBORAH L. WOODS
Pastor of Membership 

& Volunteers

RAYMONA ELLISON
Children’s Pastor

PASTORAL STAFF
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TAMMY L. HOWARD
Accountant

ANTHONY HINES
Assistant Building

Engineer

ZEORNEE’ L. HERTS
Design Specialist

RODNEY CUMMINGS
Music Director

MABELINE HANSBERRY
HR Generalist

MARCIA HOBBS
Executive Assistant
to the Senior Pastor

RHONDA ALLEN
Administrative Assistant

MICHAEL PETTUS
Building Engineer

ANNETTE THOMAS-JONES
Administrative Assistant

GLENDA L. WOODS
Bookkeeper

KRYSTLE MCDONALD
Administrative Assistant

PATRICE PHILLIPS
Administrative Assistant

TIFFANY L. BROWN
Technical Director

ANITA DALE
Custodian

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
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THE BOARD OF ELDERS serves as the 
governing body of the church and is responsible 
for assisting and supporting the Senior Pastor 
in giving spiritual oversight to the congregation.  
They are responsible for policy decisions with 
regard to the affairs, functions, direction and 
business of the church, striving to make decisions 
that reflect a clear biblical perspective and the 
best interest of the church.

THE DEACONS’ MINISTRY 
is a group of 38 men, who 
faithfully serve the congregation 
as servant leaders.  The role of 
a deacon reflects the ultimate 
in spiritual greatness since 
Jesus said the true measure of 
greatness is in one being the 
greatest servant of all.  

The duties of deacons are to 
assist in meeting the spiritual, 
physical, material, and temporal 
needs of the members; to 
serve as a support group to 
the elders; to guard the unity 
of the spirit within the church; 
and to perform other duties and 
responsibilities delegated and 
prescribed by the Senior Pastor 
and/or the Board of Elders.  

GARRETT JONES
Chairman

LAMARR D. BAILEY
Vice Chairman

 Board of Elders

TIM WOODS
Secretary

 Board of Elders

WILLIE HOWARD CHESTER WICKER

DR. PHILLIP L. POINTER, SR.
Chairman

Board of Elders

ARCHIE ELLIS, JR.

BOARD OF ELDERS

THOMAS COOPER
Vice-Chairman

TERRANCE JAMES
Secretary

46  |  Impact Report Elders serve by leading. Deacons lead by serving.

DEACONS’ MINISTRY
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PRESTON JOHNSON, JR.

FRED ALLEN RAYMOND ARMON, SR.CORY ADAMS

ODELL NICKELBERRY KEVIN NOBLE JOHN PARRISH

RODNEY PORTERDAVID PHILLIPS LOTT ROLFE IV

EMMETT WILLIS, JR. RICHARD WILSON

THOMAS HUDSON

DWAYNE STUART

TROY JACKSON

PATRICK STUBBS

MARK LEVERETT

CHARLES THOMAS

ARTHUR MCDADE

LLOYD DAWSON

WALTER JONES, SR.

KALVEN TRICE

ENOS JONES

JESSE THOMPSON, JR.

GERALD CANADA PHILLIP CARLOCK QUINCY EDWARDS STEVE FICKLIN DWAYNE GENTRY

JOHN RUSSELL

KELSEY BAILEY CHRIS BELL RAYFIELD BROWN TONY BROWN FLOYD BURNS, SR.



BOARD OF ELDERS 
Phillip L. Pointer, Sr. – Chairman 
Lamarr D. Bailey – Vice-Chairman 
Timothy C. Woods – Secretary 
Willie K. Howard – Treasurer 
Archie Ellis, Jr. 
Chester A. Wicker 

DEACONS’ MINISTRY 
Deacon Garrett Jones – Chairman 
Deacon Thomas Cooper – Vice-Chairman 
Deacon Terrance James – Secretary 
 Cory Adams  Fred Allen 
 Raymond Armon, Sr.  Kelsey Bailey 
 Chris Bell  Rayfield Brown 
 Tony Brown  Floyd Burns, Sr. 
 Gerald Canada  Phillip Carlock 
 Lloyd Dawson  Quincy Edwards 
 Steve Ficklin  Dwayne Gentry
 Thomas Hudson  Troy Jackson 
 Preston Johnson, Jr.  Enos Jones 
 Walter Jones, Sr.  Mark Leverett 
 Arthur McDade, III  Odell Nickelberry 
 Kevin Noble  John Parrish 
 David Phillips  Rodney Porter 
 Lott Rolfe, IV  John Russell 
 Dwayne Stuart  Patrick Stubbs 
 Charles Thomas  Jesse Thompson, Jr. 
 Kalven Trice  Emmett Willis, Jr. 
 Richard Wilson 

CHILDREN’S DIVISION  – Kingdom Kidz
Raymona Ellison - Children’s Pastor 
 Small Group Coordinator  Dionne Jackson 
 Large Group Coordinator  Deidra Brown 
 Home Coordinator  Danielle Haynes 
 Kingdom Keepers  Brandy Thornton 
 Nursery  Michelle Boyd 

 Nursery Lead Teachers  Christian Cross 
  Ingrid Green 
  Michelle Moon 
 Sunday Ministry Leaders Patrice Taylor
  Andrea Barksdale
  Latoya Gray-Lamb
 Wed. Ministry Leader  Arvis Thomas 
 Events Coordinator  LaToya Gray-Lamb 
 Mission Mini Director  Yolanda Traylor 
 Cub Scouts  Marika Ingram 
 KAA Group Leader  LaShaundra Tyler

CONGREGATIONAL CARE DIVISION 
Herbert Shirlee - Pastor of Congregational Care 
 Visitation Ministry  Dorothy Rhodes 
 Aftercare Ministry  Sharon Tate 
 Stephen Ministry  Min. Malcolm Keener

DISCIPLESHIP DIVISION 
Earnest Thomas – Discipleship Pastor 
 Sunday School  Min. Michael Crenshaw 
 Education Council  RoShone Kelly 
 Masterlife  Tiffany Bumpers
 R.E.C. School of Ministry  Dorothy Rhodes 
 Associate Ministers  Pastor Earnest Thomas 
 Soul Care Counseling  Min. Roline Thomas 

LIFE CONNECTIONS DIVISION 
John C. Richards, Jr. - Pastor of Assimilation
 Connections Team  Pastor John C. Richards, Jr.
 Decisions Team  Curtis & Pamela Cross
 Life Groups  Pastor John C. Richards, Jr. 
 Golden Saints Ministry  Laverne Moore 
 Women’s Ministry  Pastor Deborah Woods 
  RoShone Kelly 
  Mary Porter 
  Star Wicker 
 Young Adults’ Ministry  Pastor John C. Richards, Jr.

2020 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
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MEDIA & MARKETING DIVISION 
Tiffany Brown - Technical Director 
 Television Ministry  Stervin Smith, Sr. 
 Sound Ministry  Shelly McKinney 
  Tim Pighee 
 Audio Ministry  April Ellington 
 Photography Ministry  Jennice Haynes 

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT DIVISION 
Deborah Woods – Pastor of Membership & Volunteers 
 Sr. Usher Ministry  Donald Booth 
 Jr. Usher Ministry  Clara Taylor 
  Daphene Thompson 
 Ambassadors for Christ  Irving Henderson 
 Baptism  Johnny Smith
  Iglorida Conley
  Paula Hall 
 Deaf Ministry  Elizabeth Eskew 
 Communion Ministry Pastor Deborah Woods
  Deacon Lloyd Dawson 
  Deacon Gerald Canada
 Altar Workers  Pastor Deborah Woods 
 Prayer Ministry  Min. Shirley Rhodes 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry  Glenda Woods 
 Funeral Ministry  Pastor Deborah Woods 

MINISTRY SUPPORT DIVISION 
James Trotter - Pastor of Operations 
 Transportation Ministry  Deacon Lloyd Dawson 
  Felicia Pace-Alexander 
 Wedding Ministry  Triffany McDonald 
 Hospitality Ministry  Pastor James Trotter 
 Security Ministry  Lyndon Lovelace 
  Larry McDonald 
 Gideon’s Army  Alex Harrison 
 Parking Lot Ministry  Pastor James Trotter

MUSIC AND ARTS DIVISION 
Darius Nelson – Pastor of Music & Arts 
 Worship Leader  Pastor Darius Nelson 
 Sanctuary Choir  Pastor Darius Nelson 
 Praise Team  Pastor Darius Nelson 
 Watson Primary Ensmb.  Tjuana Byrd, Katina Ray 
 Chosen Generation  Charles Patterson, III 
 Youth for Christ  Charles Patterson, III 

OUTREACH DIVISION 
Glenn Hersey – Outreach Pastor 
 Raven by the Brook  Rickey Jones 
 Mission in Action  Deacons’ Ministry 
 Health Ministry  Ametra Baldwin 
 C.A.L.E.B.  Ron Artis, Richard Murdock 
 Foreign Missions  Wanda McGee 
 Prison Ministry  Min. Annette Thomas-Jones 
 Evangelism Ministry  Min. Jo Thompson 
 Feast of Hope  Brandy Fanning 
  Shayla McCollum 
 Team Sports  Susie Marks 
 Fitness  Pat Doss 

STUDENT DIVISION  – Rhythm
Sipho Mhlanga – Student Pastor 
 Boy Scouts  Timothy Pighee 
 Girl Scouts  Wanda King 
  Doris Washington 
 Male Rites of Passage  Chris Fanning 
 Female Rites of Passage  Rosanna Mhlanga 
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2015
$445,102
$504,821
$675,108
$479,841
$577,531
$403,194
$378,444
$503,179
$385,818
$371,377
$464,600
$487,049

$5,676,064

2016
$530,312
$444,127
$493,375
$393,725
$498,491
$368,934
$462,961
$379,530
$393,954
$539,797
$507,732
$410,422

$5,423,360

Monthly Giving

This report does not include the months of November and December 2019.

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

MARCH
APRIL

MAY
JUNE
JULY

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

TOTAL

2015
$445,102
$504,821
$675,108
$479,841
$577,531
$403,194
$378,444
$503,179
$385,818
$371,377
$464,600
$487,049

$5,676,064

2017
$489,245
$431,194
$485,527
$511,099
$380,983
$440,554
$483,271
$403,814
$397,769
$493,402
$399,048
$509,359

$5,425,265

2016
$503,312
$444,127
$493,375
$393,725
$498,491
$368,934
$462,961
$379,530
$393,954
$539,797
$507,732
$410,422

$5,423,360

2018
$418,515
$458,823
$548,390
$547,123
$423,882
$435,088
$469,695
$433,084
$478,312
$401,150
$444,216
$521,032

$5,579,310

2019
$391,880
$441,076
$562,526
$426,787
$387,140
$454,726
$357,037
$372,830
$476,658
$363,659

$4,234,319

The gift of generosity was 
exercised in great ways 
through our annual scholar-
ship awards. We surpassed 
$770,000 in scholarships 
awarded since the program’s 
inception. We were able to 
award more than 60 students 
with more than $80,000 this 
year alone, $45,000 of which 
was donated through private 
donor scholarships this year.

GIVING SUMMARY

GIVING GENEROUSLY
We all again were challenged to grow in 
our giving through the PUSH Offering. The 
potential for our church when we all give 
is great.  The benefits to the kingdom of 
God are expanded when we all contribute 
regularly.
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
AGENDA

December 7, 2019  |  9AM

Call to Order

Devotion & Praise Service

Fellowship of the Church

Minutes of the Last Meeting

2019 Finance Reports

Proposed 2020 Budget

Adjournment
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I. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  
 Conference/Representation $25,000
 Guest Speakers $50,000
 Audit & Financial Services $38,000
 Legal Fees $10,000
 Deacons Ministry $2,500
 Office Expense $165,000
 Printing and Duplication $35,000
 Miscellaneous $40,000
 Donations $12,500
  
II. HUMAN RESOURCES
 Salaries & Benefits $2,493,698

III. PHYSICAL PLANT  
 Property Insurance $95,000
 Church Upkeep $200,000
 Utilities $195,000
 Youth Facility Mortgage $571,000
 Acquisition Mortgage Payments $364,000

IV.   CAPITAL OUTLAY  
 Capital Equipment $30,000
 Church Buses $29,000
 Computer Equipment $15,000
 Computer Maintenance $25,000
 Church Management Software $25,000
 Building Improvements $60,000

V.  CONGREGATIONAL CARE
 Visitation Ministry $1,500
 Aftercare Ministry $2,500
 Stephen Ministry $4,000

VI. DISCIPLESHIP DIVISION  
 Sunday School $13,000
 Education Council $6,000
 Associate Ministers $500
 Soul Care Counseling Ministry $3,000
 R.E.C. School of Ministry $4,000
 Masterlife $3,000

VI.   LIFE CONNECTIONS DIVISION  
 Servant Connection $2,000
 First Time Guest $5,000
 Life Groups Ministry $10,000
 New Member Intake $3,500
 New Member Receptions $3,500
 Senior’s Ministry $10,000
 Women’s Ministry $3,000
 Young Adults Ministry $3,000

VII.  MEDIA AND MARKETING DIVISION
 Broadcasts $34,000
 Media Training $3,000
 Media Misc Expenses $4,500
 Creatives $2,500
 Video Supplies $4,000
 Audio Supplies $1,500
 Sound Supplies $4,000
 Marketing Campaign $108,000

VIII.  MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT DIVISION  
 Volunteer Development  $3,000
 Volunteer Appreciation $10,000
 Baptism  $2,500
 Communion $3,500
 Funeral Ministry  $30,000
 Ambassadors for Christ  $1,000
 Senior Ushers Ministry $8,000
 Junior Ushers Ministry $7,000
 Prayer Ministry $1,000
 Altar Workers $500
 Deaf Ministry $500
  
IX.  MINISTRY SUPPORT DIVISION  
 Transportation $50,000
 Hospitality Ministry $17,000
 Security Ministry $40,000
 Church Family Reunion $20,000
  
X.  MUSIC & ARTS DIVISION  
 Supplies and Materials $3,000
 Training/Workshops $10,000

2020 PROPOSED BUDGETS
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 Guest Artists $5,000
 Praise Team $1,000
 Sanctuary Choir $5,000
 Chosen Generation (Teen Choir) $500
 Youth for Christ $500
 Watson Primary Ensemble $500
 
XI.  OUTREACH DIVISION  
 Outreach Council $2,000
 Feast of Hope (Homeless Meals) $10,000
 Evangelism Ministry $2,000
 Mission in Action $108,000
 Health Ministry $12,000
 Community Development $75,000
 Foreign Mission $11,000
 Raven by the Brook $52,000
 Team Sports $9,000
 Fitness $1,000
 Prison Ministry $3,000
 C.A.L.E.B. $3,000
  

XII.  STUDENT DIVISION 
 Middle & High School Ministry $18,000
 Training and Development $3,000
 Promotional Supplies $1,000
 Back to School Event $3,000
 Male Rites of Passage $8,000
 Female Rites of Passage $8,000
 Boy Scouts $8,000
 Girl Scouts $5,000
  
XIV. CHILDREN’S DIVISION 
 Children’s Ministry $14,500
 Nursery $4,000
 Kids Across America $3,000
 Training and Development $3,000
 Promotional Supplies $1,000
 Back-to-School Event $2,500
 Cub Scouts $8,000
 Fall Carnival $3,000
 Vacation Bible School $6,000

Grand Total $5,318,198
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BUDGET 
BY PERCENT

HUMAN RESOURCES

PHYSICAL PLANT & 
CAPITAL OUTLAY

OUTREACH

OTHER MINISTRIES

47%

8.5%

30%

14.5%
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