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The first six months of this year reflect 
the growth of the individual members 
as well as the church corporately. 
Here is a look at some of the many 
accomplishments that we have 
experienced thus far in 2015.  New 
Year’s Eve was an exciting night where 
we launched the Love Epidemic 

34A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another. 
35By this all will know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love for one another.”

John 13:34-35 (NKJV)

The State of the Church at Saint Mark Baptist Church 
in Little Rock is strong and getting stronger.

theme for this year. With that, we were 
challenged to literally become carriers 
of the infectious love of Christ. The 
commandment found in John 13:34-35 
became our basis for living out that love. 
We have purposefully set out to create a 
culture of care for one another.
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We made building the Children and Youth Center top 
priority and the project officially began June 8. The 
expected completion date is June 12, 2016.

We have successfully met the initial capital campaign 
goal of $2 million to begin the project. The total cost of 
this project is just under $10 million. 

The new short-term goal is $1 
million by June 2016.

There are other areas where our youth have been impacted by 
the love this year. We have now given more than $550,000 in 
scholarships over the last 25 years. This year 31 students directly 
benefited from the $29,000 from your gifts to our youth. 

Our scouting programs are continuing to thrive. Our Girl 
Scout Troop achieved top seller in the region with more than 
$140,000 in cookie sales.  

More than 100 of our children are experiencing AWANA, 
a dynamic youth discipleship program that is building a firm 
foundation in the Word of God before they reach their teenage 
years. 

Also through your generosity our youth will expand their horizons 
in missions with trips to New Orleans and New York doing 
ministry in areas outside of their neighborhood! What a wonderful 
opportunity to be able to provide for them.   

Children
& Youth
CENTER
Expected Completion:

June 2016

LOVING OUR FUTURE
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Our men have been challenged to take on a more 
prominent role as leaders in the church, in this 
community, and most importantly in their homes. With 
increased opportunities for development and serving our 
men are more visible across the ministry. 

Attendance at the Men’s Ministry events has 
increased significantly this year by 250%. 

Our men are helping their fellow brothers by holding each other 
accountable. Several men have issued challenges from service 
projects to financial projects and in small groups. One example: 
the men took the lead in helping us reach our short-term goal of $2 
million for the Dream Big capital campaign. 

We focused on men’s health with our partnership with 12th Street 
Health and Wellness to screen 93 people, 86 men for various 
health check-ups.  Of those 19 were given follow up instructions for 
borderline health issues.  

The Men’s May Month of Service had great participation as men 
worked in the community for minor home repair projects and provided 
oil changes and car washes for single ladies and the elderly. We also 
have 17 deacons in training who are being developed and shaped 
to serve strengthening the scope of care to the membership of the 
church.   

LOVING OUR PRESENT
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We are developing a culture at Saint Mark 
around the You.Grow.Here. slogan whereby 
a Saint Mark member should be one who is 
growing in learning, growing in serving, and 
growing in giving.

This year we launched MySaintMark, an 
online community for our membership.  Through 
MySaintMark members are now able to give online, 
register for events, communicate with one another 
and ministry group leaders, and much more. This tool 
is designed to help create a close-knit family culture 
within our church.  

Our family continues to grow in numbers. So far this 
year 280 people have joined our family with 39 
of those being baptized. Our total membership is 
8,620. 

242 people have become a part of our family 
through or website or app since the introduction of 
that process in June 2014.  

Our heaviest concentration of members range 
in age from 24 to 36. Saint Mark Membership 
encompasses not just the Little Rock metro area, but 
our membership stretches to Conway, Hot Springs, 
Pine Bluff, Benton, Bryant, Alexander, Jacksonville, 
Maumelle, and Sherwood. 

LOVING INWARDLY

Growing in Learning
Our Sunday School and Master Life classes on 
Sunday morning are using every available space 
including classrooms, conference rooms, lounge, 
chapel and Pastor Thomas’ office. This includes two 
new classes Starting Point (for new believers) and 
Steps to Growth (for new members).  There remains 
a need for more classroom space which we will gain 
with the opening of the Children and Youth Center.

We have seen a 40% increase over last year 
in certifications in our Masterlife and Roddy E. 
Collins programs. Participation in Money Mondays 
tripled this year with more members gaining 
information about being better financial stewards.

The Young Adults and Singles both relaunched 
this year with strong numbers of more than 100 in 
attendance at kickoff events. 
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Growing in Giving
Saint Mark is experiencing a very strong financial year so far. As 
a church we collectively gave $236,660.39 on All Tithe Sunday 
in March. 

Through your generous gifts to the capital campaign we were able 
to exceed our pre-construction goal of $2 million by the first of 
May.

As a whole our giving this year has increased substantially over 

the same period last year. Our average weekly giving 
has gone from $89,000 to $111,000, a 25% 
increase weekly. Our operating budget for this year is 
$96,000 per week so our income is exceeding our 
budget every week!  

At this pace, we will end 2015 with an income of more 
than $6 million, which is more than $1 million more 
than our current budget.

Average
Weekly
Giving

Based on comparison of 
the first 5 months of the year.

2014

$89,000

$111,000

2015

LOVING INWARDLY
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Growing in our Serving
Donations from our membership toward the 
Operation Impact outreach effort exceeded more 
than $125,000 in value including 600 pairs 
of shoes.  We were able to serve more than 300 
people from the community with those great gifts. 

We collected more than 1,300 pairs of glasses for 
the Eyeglasses for Haiti drive, well beyond our goal 
of 500. 

We are in the middle of our donation period for boxes 
of cereal for the THV Summer Cereal Drive with 
already 4,245 towards this year’s goal of 10,000 
boxes. Last year we collected 9,706 boxes of cereal.

In 2014, our Back to School Health Fair 
was an immense blessing to the community, 
saving parents more than $400,000 
in health check-up and immunizations costs. 
We served 771 school-age youth. This year we are 
expanding our efforts through partnerships with 
several companies and organizations to serve more 
families.

We also partnered with Fellowship Bible Church, the 
Little Rock Fire Department, and the American Red 
Cross for One Church, a day of service. More than 
700 volunteers from both ministries participated 
in beautification projects at 16 home sites and three 
schools. We also installed smoke alarms at 38 homes 
in the 12th Street area.

Other ways that we are growing in serving is 
through volunteer training, designed to promote a 
Team Ministry concept here at Saint Mark.  Our 
concept is based on building the individual gifts and 
talents, team accountability, and the willingness of 
our volunteers to work for the good of the body as 
a whole.  Our goal is to “Train the Same” so that all 
volunteers are receiving the same information and 
providing ministry to others in a similar manner. 

LOVING OUTWARDLY
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