


Celebrating Grace is all about  
being empowered to share the saving grace 

of God in the world around us. 

We have spent time CLARIFYING THE GOSPEL 
– getting a good understanding of the Good news of Christ. 

We’ve learned about ways to COMMUNICATE THE GOSPEL 
 - sharing the Good News with others. 

We continue to DEMONSTRATE THE GOSPEL  
– through good works. 

And this study gives us tools for DEFENDING THE GOSPEL  
- having good conversations about the Gospel. 
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 The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ must be communicated by all 
believers to all people. While most believers agree that sharing the gospel 
is nonnegotiable, many followers of Jesus do not feel adequately equipped 
to carry out the task of the great commission. In the information age we are 
inundated with opinions, viewpoints, and ideas about matters of faith and 
society. Because of this it’s vital that we arm ourselves with truth to firm up 
our personal faith and to, hopefully, positively influence others in theirs. Jude 
3 encourages us to “contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints.” This means that we should not only KNOW that Christianity is true, we 
should endeavor to SHOW it as well. This is known as “apologetics.” It is being 
able to defend the faith to skeptics, critics, and doubters. The aim is to win 
souls, not arguments. 
 John Wesley, theologian and founder of the Methodist denominations, 
posited that our theology is shaped by 4 sources: scripture, reason, 
tradition, and experience. These 4 sources became known as the Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral. Our study of apologetics 
will engage each of these areas from 
the perspective of true biblical faith. 
Why do we believe what we believe? 
How does it compare to what others 
believe? Is it all the same? We will 
come to know that Jesus Christ makes 
unique and exclusive claims about how 
a person can be made right with God. 
We will also explore the trustworthiness 
of the Bible. As we encounter these 
concepts, with the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we will ultimately reflect on our 
individual, personal journeys of faith 
with the intent of developing the skill of sharing our salvation testimonies with 
clarity and power. God alone can convert the unbelieving heart, but we have 
the privilege to participate in sharing the good news.
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I. INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE
A. Basic facts that indicate a divine origin of the Bible

1. Its ___________________________

2. Its ___________________________

3. Its ___________________________

4. Its ___________________________

5. Its ___________________________

6. Its ___________________________

7. Its ___________________________

8. Its ___________________________

9. Its ___________________________

10. Its ___________________________

B. Some erroneous views about inspiration

1. The ___________________ theory

2. The ___________________ theory

3. The ___________________ theory

4. The ___________________ theory

5. The ___________________ theory

6. The ___________________ theory

SCRIPTURE
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C. The correct or Orthodox view of inspiration

1. The ___________________ concept 

a. Each word in every verse is inspired

2. The ___________________ concept

a. Scriptures carry all of the divine weight of 
God Himself

3. The ___________________ concept

a. It is perfect, flawless and without any error.

4. The ___________________ concept

a. It is totally trustworthy, reliable and 
dependable.

D. Scriptures claim to be inspired

1. Inspiration of the  ___________________ 

2. Inspiration of the  ___________________ 

3. Inspiration of the  ___________________ 

4. Inspiration of the  ___________________ 

E. Some basic conclusions about inspiration

1. It does not teach that ___________ of the Bible 
are  ___________________.

2. It only applies to the  ___________________ 
in __________ or _____________.
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3. It does accurately record the ____________  
or  ______________________ of others.

4. It does not permit any ________________, 
_______________ or _________________ 
what so ever.

5. It does not _____________________ the use 
of extra-biblical sources.

6. It did not ____________________ the 
personality of the human author.

7. It does not __________________ the use  
of symbolic language.

8. It does not ____________________ in details 
describing the same event.

9. God included all ________________________
He wanted us to know and excluded 
____________________ else.

II. INERRANCY OF THE BIBLE
A. Definition of inerrancy

1. Inerrancy means that when ______________ 
are known, the Scriptures in their ___________  
_____________, ____________________,  
will be shown to be __________________ 
 in everything it affirms.

B. Difference between inspiration and inerrancy

1. Inspiration has to do with _________________

2. Inerrancy has to do with __________________

SCRIPTURE
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C. Inerrancy should be _________________

1. __________________ consequences

2. Consequences for ______________________

3. Consequences for ________________

4. Consequences for ________________

III. CANONICITY
A. Definition of canon

1. It means “_____________________________”

B. The process of determining __________________ 
___________ in the Bible

1. __________________

2. Local church __________________

3. Church father’s __________________

4. _____________of the book

5. Personal __________________

C. ________________ of present day translations

1. The original 66 books are__________

a.    This prevents ________________

b.    To guard against _____________________

c.    To stimulate _________________________

2. There are over ______ Old and New Testament 
manuscripts

SCRIPTURE
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3. _________ comparisons of these manuscripts

4. The discovery of the _____________________

5. _____________________ from the early 
church fathers

D. The possibility of ___________ added to Scripture

1. _________________ evidence

a.    Jude 3

b.    Rev. 22:18-19

2. _________________ evidence

IV. AUTHORITY
A. _____ areas the Bible has authority over

1. Over _________________ 

2. Over _________________ 

3. Over _________________ 

4. Over _________________ 

5. Over _____________________________

SCRIPTURE
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SCRIPTURE
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The one God is Triune  
(one God in three Persons, 
not three gods):  Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.   
Often the title “God” 
designates the first Person, 
God the Father, God is 
a spiritual being without 
a physical body.  He is 
personal and involved  
with people.  He created  
the universe out of nothing.   
He is eternal, changeless, 
holy, loving, and perfect.

Jesus is God, the second 
Person of the Trinity. As 
God the Son, He has always 
existed and was never 
created.  He is fully God and 
fully man.  As the second 
Person of the Trinity, He 
is coequal with God the 
Father and the Holy Spirit.  
In becoming man, He was 
begotten through the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  He died on a cross 
according to God’s plan, as 
full sacrifice and payment 
for our sins.  He rose from 
the dead on the third day. 
He physically ascended to 
Heaven.  Jesus will come 
again visibly and physically 
at the end of the world to 
establish God’s kingdom and 
judge the world.

God (Allah) is One.   
The greatest sin in Islam 
is shirk, or associating 
anything with God.  Many 
Muslims think that Christians 
believe in three gods and 
are therefore guilty of shirk.  
Human attributes such 
as fatherhood cannot be 
associated with God.

Jesus (Isa is Arabic) is one 
of the most respected of 
over 124,000 prophets sent 
by Allah.  Jesus was sinless, 
born of a virgin, and a great 
miracle worker, but not the 
Son of God.  His virgin birth  
is like Adam’s creation.  
Jesus is not God, and 
God is not Jesus.  He was 
not crucified.  Jesus, not 
Muhammad, will return  
for a special role before 
the future judgment day, 
perhaps turning Christians 
to Islam.

God is the powerful ruler  
of the universe.  He is loving 
and just.  There is a tension 
between the nearness  
and fairness of God,  
but humanity can 
communicate with Him. (2)

Some recognize that Jesus 
was a great teacher of 
morality.  Most believe he 
was an impostor Messiah. (2)

Biblical Christianity Compared  to World Religions, Part 1
BIBLE 

CHRISTIANITY JUDAISM ISLAM

WHO IS GOD?

WHO IS JESUS? WHO IS JESUS? WHO IS JESUS?

WHO IS GOD? WHO IS GOD?
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There is only one true God 
who is creator of heaven  
and earth.  He is infinite 
in power, wisdom, justice, 
goodness and love.  God 
himself is triune  
in nature, which means  
he is composed of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  

Jesus is the second member 
of the Trinity and Messiah  
to all humanity.  He 
descended from heaven  
and was born to a virgin.  
He is both truly God and 
truly man.  He was unjustly 
crucified to meet divine 
justice.  He rose from  
the dead and ascended  
to heaven.  One day he will 
return to judge both the 
living and dead.

God the Father was once  
a man, but “progressed”  
to godhood.  He has a 
physical body, as does  
his wife (Heavenly Mother).   
No Trinity.  Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost are three 
separate gods.  Worthy men 
may one day become gods 
themselves.

Jesus is a separate god 
from the Father (Elohim).  
He was created as a spirit 
child by the Father and 
Mother in Heaven, and is the 
“elder brother” of all men 
and spirit beings.  His body 
was created through sexual 
union between Elohim and 
Mary.  Jesus was married.  
His death on the cross does 
not provide full atonement 
for all sin, but does provide 
everyone with resurrection.

One person God, called 
Jehovah.  No Trinity.   
Jesus is the first thing 
Jehovah created.

Jesus is not God.  Before 
he lived on earth, he was 
Michael, the archangel.  
Jehovah made the universe 
through him.  On earth he 
was a man who lived  
a perfect life.  After dying  
on a stake (not a cross),  
he was resurrected as 
a spirit, his body was 
destroyed.  Jesus is not 
coming again; he “returned” 
invisibly in 1914 in spirit.  
Very soon, he and the 
angels will destroy all non-
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Biblical Christianity Compared  to World Religions, Part 1
ROMAN

CATHOLICISM
MORMONISM

(LATTER DAY SAINTS)
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

WHO IS JESUS? WHO IS JESUS? WHO IS JESUS?

WHO IS GOD? WHO IS GOD? WHO IS GOD?

FOOTNOTES:
(1)   Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine (copyright 1992, Zondervan) by H. Wayne House
(2)   World Religions & Cults 101: A Guide to Spiritual Beliefs (copyright 2002, Harvest House) by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz
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The Bible, written originally 
in Hebrew and Aramaic  
(Old Testament), and Greek 
(New Testament)

God in eternity past chose 
a number of fallen creatures 
to be reconciled to himself. 
In time Christ came to 
save the chosen.  The Holy 
Spirit enlightens the elect 
ones so they can believe 
the gospel and receive 
salvation.  The elect cannot 
resist the work of the Holy 
Spirit nor fall away after 
being saved. (1)

Qur’an (Koran) was revealed 
to Muhammad by the angel 
Gabriel.  The biblical Law 
of Moses, Psalms of David 
and Gospel of Jesus are 
accepted in the Qur’an, but 
Muslim scholars teach that 
Jews and Christians have 
corrupted these original 
revelations.

Salvation depends on 
a person’s actions and 
attitudes during life.  Thus, 
salvation is each person’s 
responsibility.  A person 
does not know their eternal 
destiny until the Day of 
Judgment.  Then the scales 
weigh the good deeds 
against the bad deeds to 
determine a person’s fate 
to enter the worldly delights 
of heaven or be sentenced 
to the torments of hell. (2)

The Written Torah is the 39 
books known to Christians 
as the Old Testament.   
The books are compiled  
in a different order than 
in the Old Testament.  
Orthodox Jews believe  
God explained the meaning  
and interpretation of the 
written Torah to Moses.  
These instructions were 
passed down in oral 
form, Oral Torah until 
documented about  
A.D. 200. (2)

A person’s eternal 
existence is determined 
by their moral behavior 
and attitudes.  God offers 
forgiveness to those who 
repent and atone for their 
sins through positive 
actions.  Any judgment 
concerning the afterlife is 
best left to God. (2)

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH

Biblical Christianity Compared  to World Religions, Part 2
BIBLE 

CHRISTIANITY JUDAISM ISLAM

FOOTNOTES:
(1)   Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine (copyright 1992, Zondervan) by H. Wayne House
(2)   World Religions & Cults 101: A Guide to Spiritual Beliefs (copyright 2002, Harvest House) by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz
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The Bible, including the 
Apocrypha, is recognized 
as authoritative as well as 
church teaching.  The pope 
also makes authoritative 
pronouncements ex 
cathedra (from the chair) 
on issues of doctrine and 
morals.  They consider 
these pronouncements 
immune from error. (1)

Saving grace is 
communicated through 
the seven sacraments, 
which are means of grace.  
Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist deal with 
initiation into the church.  
Penance and Anointing are 
concerned with healing.  
Marriage and Orders are 
sacraments of commitment 
and vocation. (1)

The Book of Mormon; 
Doctrine and Covenants; 
Pearl of Great Price: the 
Bible (King James Version 
only or Smith’s “Inspired 
Version”); authoritative 
teachings of Mormon 
prophets and other LDS 
“general authorities”

All people will eventually 
be resurrected and will get 
into one of three heavens.  
Only Mormons who have 
faithfully followed the 
teaching of the Mormon 
Church will get into the top 
level of heaven.

All current Watchtower 
publications, including 
the Bible (New World 
Translation only).  
Reasoning from the 
Scriptures, You Can Live 
Forever in Paradise on 
Earth. Watchtower and 
Awake! Magazines.

Adam deliberately 
forfeited the perfect life 
he was originally given.  
This was offset by Christ 
forfeiting His own perfect 
life.  Christ’s death did not 
pay the penalty for sin, 
but it brought back the 
possibility for perfection 
in human life.  The 144,000 
faithful followers of 
Jehovah will be rewarded 
with heaven; the rest of 
the faithful Witnesses will 
have everlasting life on a 
peaceful earth.

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

SALVATION 
OR ETERNAL STATE

AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH AUTHORITY FOR TRUTH

Biblical Christianity Compared  to World Religions, Part 2
ROMAN

CATHOLICISM
MORMONISM

(LATTER DAY SAINTS)
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES
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I.    ALTERNATIVE PHILOSOPHIES 

A. Buddhism. 

1. Founded by Siddhartha Gautama (a former 
prince turned monk), Buddhism attempts to 
teach the adherent how to achieve _________, 
a state in which a being is _________________ 
___________ and the cycle of _____________ 
_________________.

2. Key Tenets. ____________________________.

a. Life involves ___________ in __________ 
and _______________ forms.

b. The cause of all suffering is ____________ 
___________________________.

c. Suffering can end when a person becomes 
_______________________.

d. By living _________________, practicing 
____________________, and developing 
_______________, we can take exactly  
the same journey to __________________ 
and freedom from suffering that the 
_________________ do.

3. Key Concepts.
a. ______________.
b. ________________________.

REASON
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B. Hebrew Israelites. 

1. Various religious sects and congregations that 
claim to be the __________________children 
of Israel. This claim began in the late ______ 
and early ______ centuries. 

2. Key Tenets.

a. Persons whose ancestors were bound 
during the __________________________ 
are the true children of Israel. Therefore, 
________________________ and 
_______________________ are imposters. 

b. Many believe that only the _____________ 
Version of the bible is authoritative. Some 
only believe in the ___________________ 
while others accept __________________ 
writings not authored by Paul. Most believe 
in the ___________________ also. 

c. “The __________________________,” 
referring to white Europeans (Edomites or 
Esau), is coming to an end soon.

d. Righteousness is achieved by __________ 
____________________________.

e. Some believe that “Edomites” cannot be 
_______________.
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f. Heaven and Hell are __________________ 
________. They are not _______________.

g. God must be called by the 
______________________, such as “Yah.”

C. African Ancestral Religious Philosophy.

1. The belief that people should return to the 
ancient beliefs and practices of the African 
ancestors in order to ____________________ 
______________________ with divinity. 

2. Key Tenets.

a. The stories of the Bible are ____________ 
from older African religious traditions.

b. The gospel was ____________________ 
by Europeans (the Emperor Constantine)  
as a means of _______________________.

c. Christianity was introduced to Africans 
during __________________________.

d. All religion is _____________________. 
Persons should be ________________. 

e. Worship of the ____________ and prayers 
to ______________________ are means  
of achieving spirituality. 

REASON
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D.    New Ageism. 

1. A vast assortment of beliefs generally 
stemming from ancient spiritual philosophies 
____________________________________ 
by modern spiritual teachers. It centers around 
____________________ and manifesting one’s 
_____________________  for the sake  
of ___________________________________.

2. Key tenets. 

a. God is ___________________ (pantheism).

b. All things are ______________ (monism).

c. Man is _____________.

d. Mind creates ______________.

e. One’s own experience ________________.   

E. Prosperity Gospel. 

1. The pseudo-Christian belief that believers in 
Jesus Christ are promised ________________ 
___________ and _______________________ 
as they live in faith.

REASON
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2. Key tenets.

a. The Abrahamic Covenant promises 
________________________ to Christians.

b. Jesus’ atonement extends to the “sin”  
of _______________________________.

c. Faith is a ________________________ 
spiritual force that leads to prosperity.  

d. Believers can _______________________ 
into existence based on _______________.

F. Atheism.

1. Disbelief in the _________________________.

2. There are no key tenets. Atheists rely  
on that which is __________________  
and ___________________as a means  
of determining truth.

G. Agnosticism.

1. The belief that God’s existence 
and the supernatural is 
__________________________.

REASON
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REASON

2. Types of agnostics.

a. Strong agnostics believe that the answers 
to spiritual questions _________________ 
_________________.

b. Weak agnostics are open to ____________ 
that answers can be __________________ 
_____________________.

c. Apathetic agnostics believe that the 
concrete answers to spiritual questions 
______________________ and, as such, 
they _________________ to a person’s life. 

II.    ENGAGING OTHER PHILOSOPHIES.

A. _______________________.

B. Become conversant in the basics  
of _______________________.

C. Do not _________________.

D. Be a ___________________.

E. Speak the ___________________.

F. Respect ________________________.

G. __________ what you believe.
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What sets us apart? What makes us Baptists? While not 
all Baptists worship in the same manner, we do all carry 
the same basic beliefs/distinctives. Those core beliefs are 
what make us Baptists. These distinctives are often taught 
and remembered through the acrostic, B.A.P.T.I.S.T.S. 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY

AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

PRIESTHOOD OF THE BELIEVER

TWO ORDINANCES

INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY

SAVED, BAPTIZED & CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

TWO OFFICES 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

TRADITION
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I.     BIBLICAL AUTHORITY

A.  The Bible is the _______________________ in all 
matters of belief and practice because the Bible  
is _____________________________ and bears 
the absolute ________________ of God Himself. 

B.  Whatever the Bible ___________, Baptists accept 
as ____________. 

C.  No human opinion or decree of any church group 
_________________________ the Bible. 

D.  Even creeds and _______________________ 
which attempt to articulate the theology of 
Scripture do not carry Scripture’s______________ 
___________________. 

II.    AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

A.    The local church is an ___________________ body 
_____________________ to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the head of the church. 

B.   All __________ authority for governing the local 
church resides __________ the local church itself. 

1.   As such, the church is ________________, or 
_________________________.
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2.   No religious hierarchy outside the local church 
_____________ a church’s beliefs or practices. 

3.   Autonomy ______________________ 
isolation. 

C.   A Baptist church ______________ fellowship with 
other churches around __________________ and 
in an _________________________, but a Baptist 
church cannot be a “_________” of any other body. 

 

III. PRIESTHOOD OF THE BELIEVER

A.    “Priest” is defined as “one ___________ to perform 
the sacred rites of a religion, especially as a 
___________________ between humans and God.” 

B.   __________________ today is a priest of God 
and may enter into His presence in prayer 
_______________________ our Great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. 

C.    ____________________ is needed between God 
and people. 

D.    As priests, we _______________, _____________, 
and offer ________________________ to God. 

E.    We all have ____________________ to God-
whether we are ____________________________. 

TRADITION
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TRADITION

IV.  TWO ORDINANCES

A.   The local church should practice two ordinances: 

1.    ______________________ of believers by  
_______________________________, 
identifying the individual with Christ in  
His death, burial, and resurrection, and 

2.    _______________________________, or 
______________________, commemorating 
His death for our sins. 

V.  INDIVIDUAL SOUL LIBERTY

A.    Every individual, whether a believer or an 
unbeliever, has __________________________ 
what he believes is right in the religious realm. 

B.    No one should be ____________________ to 
assent to any belief _______________________. 

C.    Baptists have always opposed _______________ 
_____________________. However, this liberty 
does not exempt one from ___________________ 
to the Word of God or from ___________________ 
to God Himself. 
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TRADITION

VI.    SAVED, BAPTIZED & CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

A.    ______________ church membership is restricted 
to individuals who give ______________________ 
of ________________________ and have _______ 
identified themselves with Him in believer’s 
baptism. 

B.    When the members of a local church are believers, 
a _____________________________ exists, and 
the members can endeavor to ________________ 
of the Spirit in the bond of ______________. 

VII.    TWO OFFICES 

A.    The Bible mandates only two offices in the church - 
_______________________________. 

1.    The three terms - “_________,” “_________,” 
and “_____________,” or “overseer” – all refer 
to the same office. 

B.    The two offices of _______________________ 
exist within the local church, not as a hierarchy 
outside or over the local church. 
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TRADITION

VIII.    SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

A.    God established both __________________ and 
the ______________________, and He gave each 
its own distinct sphere of operation. 

1.    The government’s purposes are outlined in 
__________________________. 

2.   The church’s purposes are outlined in 
__________________________.

B.    Neither should ___________________ the other, 
nor should there be an _____________________ 
between the two. 

C.    Christians in a ___________________ can 
properly influence government _____________  
righteousness, which is not the same 
as a denomination or group of churches 
__________________________ the government. 
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I.    COMMUNICATE YOUR  
      PERSONAL TESTIMONY.

A. “Before I knew Christ, I lived and thought this way.” 
1. What is your spiritual background?
2. What did you think of God and the bible?
3. What was your outlook on life?

B. “This is how I received Christ.”
1. How did you come to believe?
2. How can this person come to believe?

C. “After I received Christ, these changes took place.”
1. What’s different about you?
2. How has this affected your life?

EXPERIENCE
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II.    HANDLE OBJECTIONS WITH GRACE.

A. _________________________________.
B. Restate the objection _______________________.
C. Help the unbeliever ________________________ 

to his/her point of view.
D. Answer as _____________________ as possible, 

even if the answer is, “I don’t know.”
E. Be confident in ___________________________ 

of the message of the gospel.
F. Do not become __________________.
G. Do not seek to_____________________.  

Seek to __________________. 
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EXPERIENCE

Now that you have a better understanding of how to defend the Gospel,  
you can be even more confident when you share the Gospel in your  
everyday life.  That’s what the PlusOne initiative is all about –  
communicating the Gospel so that we can each add one more  
to the body of Christ.

Remember, it’s up to you and me to take the good news about salvation  
to everyone we know.  A simple way to remember this is “iCAP!”

 •  Be INTENTIONAL about wanting to share the Gospel. 

 •  Be COURAGEOUS when given the opportunity. 

 •  Be AVAILABLE when God leads you to share. 

 •  Be PRAYERFUL about what to share and with whom. 

Once you’ve shared the Gospel, invite your PlusOne to worship with you. 
The “Let us know you’re coming” form on smark.org under “I’m New” and  
in the Saint Mark app under the Connect tab will connect your guest  
with a First Friend who can help them on their journey as a new believer  
or as a visitor. 

And if you need more resources to help you effectively communicate  
about the grace of Jesus, click PlusOne in the Saint Mark app or visit  
smark.org in the MySaintMark section. You will find tips on how to start  
the conversation and help bring someone to Christ.
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EXPERIENCE








